Almost 3,500 years ago in the days of Moses, God delivered a
moral code to ancient Israel that, if obeyed, would bring true
happiness and fulfillment to a world in bondage to human
suffering.

But the blessings for living by these timeless principles do not end
with this life. For the Jesus Christ of your Bible said that if you
want to enter into eternal life, "KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS"!

Table of Contents

The Perfect Law of Liberty
The First Commandment
The Second Commandment
The Third Commandment
The Fourth Commandment
The Fifth Commandment
The Sixth Commandment
The Seventh Commandment
The Eighth Commandment
The Ninth Commandment
The Tenth Commandment
A New Commandment?




This booklet is not to be sold!

It has been provided as a free public educational
service by the Globa Church of God.
Scripturesin this booklet are quoted from the New King James Version

(© 1982, Thomas Nelson, Inc., Publishers) unless otherwise noted.

©1997 Global Church of God.® All Rights Reserved.



:|"|
)

The Perfect Law of Liberty

elivein aworld held captive by fear and anxiety, unhappiness and depression, emptiness
M and confusion, violence and war. Every day sees more broken homes. Drug-pushing
——1 gangs terrorize neighborhoods. Arson and vandalism plague our cities. Wife-beating,
rape, child molestation and pornographic exploitation are common. Murder--even suicide--is
rampant. Theft is perpetrated at every level. National leaders concoct bigger liestoday to make us
forget the ones they told us yesterday. And looming over this entire abysmal panoramais the
persistent threat of total human extinction through nuclear annihilation!

Now imagine aworld FREE from all these evils-one set at LIBERTY from the bondage of human
suffering. Thereisa way out! Trite though it may sound, it is simply the way of life prescribed by
our loving Creator. Defined by Hisinexorable LAW, thisisthe only path that can bring true
happiness and abundant joy.

All of man's problems are the result of broken law. The Bible callsthissin: "Sin IS the
transgression of the law" (1 John 3:4 KJV)--God's law. For only Hislaw is perfect. Without it,
society eventually crumbles. James Madison, Father of the U.S. Constitution and fourth president,
realized this all too well. He said in 1778, "We have staked the whole future of American
civilization, not upon the power of government, far from it. We have staked the future... upon the
capacity of each and all of usto

govern ourselves, to control ourselves, to sustain ourselves, according tothe Ten
Commandments of God."

In the U.S. Supreme Court, on the wall above the seat of the chief justice, are the Ten
Commandments protected by the great American eagle. Y et in 1980, this same court ruled that the
commandments could not be posted in public schools because students might be persuaded to obey
them! So when the Decalogue, as the Ten are sometimes referred to, was taken down, what was
there to replace it? Nothing but a blank wall! It should not surprise us, then, that morality is
plummeting in America

Furthermore, most of professing Christianity claims that the Ten Commandments have been done
away by being "nailed to the cross' of Jesus. But that's not what God says! His Word proclaims,

" Now by thiswe know that we know Him, if we keep His commandments. He who says, 'l
know Him," and does not keep His commandments, isaliar, and thetruth isnot in him" (1
John 2:3-4).

But human beings rebel against the idea of a Supreme Spirit Personality COMMANDING them
how to live! (cf. Rom. 8:7). Even many theologians twist Scripture to throw off God's law. One of
their chief argumentsisthat, as part of the "Old Covenant” given at Mount Sinai, the Ten
Commandments were simply the LETTER of the law--and that now, under the New Covenant,
Christians need only be concerned with keeping the SPIRIT of the law and only of those



commandments specifically reaffirmed in the New Testament. We are also told that the Ten
Commandments were only aminimal standard of conduct for the ancient Israglites
anyway--that don't forbid vanity, greed or selfishness--and that Christians must smply have

"LOVE," which is all-encompassing.

Martin Luther, Father of the Protestant Reformation, said, "I did not love, indeed | hated this just
God... for | wasindignant against him, saying 'asif it were really not enough for God that miserable
sinners should be... oppressed with all kinds of calamities through the law of the Ten

Commandments...

(Encyclopaedia Britannica, vol. 14, 1970). Luther finaly thought God was

"okay" when he came to believe that the commandments had been done away.

Sometimes, anti-law teachers go so far asto say that the Ten Commandments are harsh, legalistic
restrictions that bring people into bondage--and that grace has freed us from such burdensome
requirements. But God's Word saysthat "...His commandments are NOT burdensome™ (1 John 5:3).

They, in fact, form the

foundation of right human conduct and would, if kept in their fullest intent, bring true spiritual

FREEDOM!
The Law of Love and Freedom

Y et false teachers will try to tell us,
"We need to emphasize relationships
instead of rules," and "We need love
instead of law." But no relationship
can even exist without RULES upon
which it is based--i.e. if there are no
rules about HOW to relate, then there
isno relationship. Also, true love does
not exist outside the framework of
God's law. Thefirst part of 1 John 5:3
says, " For thisISthelove of God,
that we KEEP HIS
COMMANDMENTS...." And"God
ISlove" (4:8, 16). Of course! Love, or
outflowing concern for others, is God's
character--His very way of life.

The Pharisees tried to trap Jesus by
asking Him which was the greatest
commandment (Matt. 22:36). He
answered: "'Y ou shal love the LORD
your God with al your heart, with all
your soul, and with al your mind.’
Thisisthefirst and great
commandment. And the second is like
it: "You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.' On these two

Arethe Commandments Done
Away?

Many think that Moses gave the Ten
Commandments to ancient Isragl. But that's
not how it was. God Himself spoke them
with His own voice from a thundercloud
above Mount Sinai (Ex. 20:1). And God
also wrote them Himself--with His own
finger--on two "tablets of stone" (31:18).
Later He even rewrote them (34:1). To
further define who gave these
commandments, we should realize that by
Christ's day, centuries later, no one had
ever heard the Father's voice (John 5:37).
The"LORD," who spoke the
commandments, is referred to as the
"Rock" (Deut. 32:4). And according to the
New Testament, " that Rock was

Christ" (1 Cor. 10:4). Jesus Christ, then,
was from the beginning the Logos (*Word"
or "Spokesman") who, unlike the Father,
sometimes dealt directly with mankind.

Some think that, as part of the Old
Covenant given at Sinal, the Ten



commandments hang all the Law and
the Prophets' (vv. 37-40). Now, did
Jesus come up with these all of a
sudden, as some great New Testament
teaching? No! He was quoting the Old
Testament (cf. Deut. 6:5; Lev. 19:18).
Christ was showing that the "Law and
the Prophets’ taught the way of love.

Do the two Great Commandments do
away with the Ten Commandments?
No, because the Ten Commandments
"hang" on them! The first four display
love toward God while the last six
display love toward neighbor. To keep
the two Great Commandments you
MUST keep the Ten Commandments.
Romans 13:10 makes it abundantly
clear: "Love does no wrong to a
neighbor; therefore, love | Sthe
fulfilling of thelaw" (NRSV). God's
law islove. It isthe only way of life
that can make man happy. Those who
claim that it's a harsh yoke of bondage
are wrong!

The Apostle James calls it the

" perfect law of liberty" (James
1:25). He then says, "For whoever
shall keep the whole law, and yet
stumble in one point [this law has
points], heis guilty of all. For He who
said, 'Do not commit adultery [one of
the Ten Commandments],' also said,
‘Do not murder [another of the Ten].'
Now if you do not commit adultery,
but you do murder, you have become a
transgressor of the law [clearly the
Decalogue with its ten pointsl]. So
speak and so do asthose who will be
judged by thelaw of liberty" (2:10-
12).

Twice now James has called the Ten
Commandments the law of LIBERTY .
It isalaw that sets us free--liberates
us! But many complain that the Ten

Commandments were abolished when that
covenant ended at Christ's death--and that
Christians, who are under the New
Covenant, do not have to keep the Ten
Commandments. But these commandments
were in effect long before the Old
Covenant was even made. For God said,

" Abraham obeyed My voice and kept
My charge, My commandments, My
statutes, and My laws' (Gen. 26:5).

So when was the law given? We've aready
seen that breaking the Ten Commandments
issin (1 John 3:4 KJV). The Bible also
saysthat sinis"all

unrighteousness” (5:17). Thisfollows since
righteousnessis keeping all God's
commandments (Ps. 119:172).
Unrighteousness, then--or sin--is not
keeping them. And since "through one man
[Adam] sin entered the world, and death
through sin" and "sin is not imputed when
thereisno law" (Rom. 5:12-13), then the
commandments of God must have existed
at least as far back as the time of Adam.
Otherwise, how could he have sinned? And
from whom did Adam receive them? From
Jesus Christ.

Of course--since Christ spoke on His
Father's behalf--the commandments
ultimately came from the Father. Still,
Christ delivered them, and, as " Jesus Christ
Is the same yesterday, today, and

forever" (Heb. 13:8), it isabsurd to think
that He would do away with the perfect
moral law code that He Himself had
originally revealed. In fact, Jesus said quite
clearly, "Do not think that | cameto
destroy the Law or the Prophets [i.e. the
Old Testament based on the Ten
Commandments]. | did not come to destroy
but to fulfill [to fully explain and live by
their complete meaning]. For assuredly, |
say to you, till heaven and earth pass away
[and they still haven't!], onejot or onetittle
[smallest marksin writing Hebrew letters--




Commandments are too negative.
They see the God who gave them as
either a stern, harsh tyrant who yells,
"Thou shalt not!" at everyone, without
any regard to their feelings, or just a
nagging parent who harps on us with
more "don'ts" than "dos." These
modern freethinkers wish that God had
written the law as ten positive
statements. Some of them have even
presumed to actually rewrite the
commandments, exalting their own
wisdom above God's.

But is amother being too negative if
she stops her child from touching a hot
burner on the stove by saying, "Don't
touch"? What about telling a child not
to run out into a busy intersection?
Just the same, the things that God tells
us not to do are things that would
bring us harm. He is certainly not
prohibiting anything that's good for us.
The Oxford Companion to the Bible
explains this concept:

The Ten Commandments were of
great value as

summations of the demands of God,
easily remembered by reference to the
ten fingers of the hand. As negative
statements, they helped shape the
community's recognition of those
kinds of conduct that ssmply ruined
life in community and so could not be
allowed. They werenot intended to
be legalistic in character or in effect;
they wereto ward off conduct from
the community that could beits
ruin. Positive law must develop in
association with these pithy,
negatively put demands. Rather than
such "dos and don'ts" encouraging
oppressive control of asociety by its
leaders, they are asummonsto alife
FREED to enjoy

existence in community [1993, pp.

so even the LETTER of the law] will by no
means pass from the law till al isfulfilled.
Whoever therefore breaks one of the
LEAST of these commandments, and
teaches men so, shall be called |least in the
kingdom of heaven; but whoever does and
teaches them, he shall be called great in the
kingdom of heaven" (Matt. 5:17-19).

Later, awealthy young man asked Jesus,
"Good Teacher, what good thing shall | do
that | may have eternal life?' (19:16). Jesus
answered, in no uncertain terms, " I f you
want to enter into life, keep the
commandments' and then identified "the
commandments" as the Ten
Commandments. Some think that all we
have to do is believe in Jesus Christ in
order to be saved. But we should realize
that if onereally believesin Jesus as Lord
and Master, then he will DO what Jesus
said to do. And Jesus said to keep the
commandments!

According to the Apostle Paul, "the
righteous requirement of the law" must be
“fulfilled in us" (Rom. 8:4). He aso states
that " keeping the commandments of God
iswhat matters* (1 Cor. 7:19). Thosein
the true Church "keep the commandments
of God" (Rev. 12:17; 14:12). The Bible
ends with a statement about these laws:
"Blessed are those who do His
commandments, that they may have right
to thetree of life" (22:14). Ecclesiastes
12:13 sumsit all up: "Let us hear the
conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God
and keep His commandments. For thisis
the whole duty of man."

Referring to the Ten Commandments, Paul
says, "Therefore the law is holy, and the
commandment holy and just and

good" (Rom. 7:12). Now do any of the
verses cited thus far indicate the
abolishment of the Ten Commandments?
Hardly! God's law is clearly vital to our




737-738].

The Ten Commandments bring the
real freedom and liberty of ajoyous
life well worth living. King David
wrote, " So shall | keep Your law
continually, forever and ever. And |
will walk at LIBERTY, for | seek
Your precepts’ (Ps. 119:44-45).

Spiritual Law for All Mankind

Notice that the Ten Commandments
are referred to by Oxford as
"summations of the demands of God."
As such, they are

foundational principlesthat all other
laws of God are based upon. David
brings out this principle when he says
that they are "exceedingly broad" (v.
96). It istotally falseto regard them as
very narrow in scope--the mere "letter
of the law" requiring many "spiritual”
laws to be kept in addition to them.

"For we know that the law [itself] is
spiritua” (Rom. 7:14). Which law?
Verse 7 showsit to be the Decalogue
since the tenth commandment is
revealed by it. "Spiritual" here means
that the commandments are to be kept
in the spirit. But what does that mean?
Christ was prophesied to " magnify
the law and make it honorable" (Is.
42:21). First notice that it is THE law--
the very same law. He did not come to
add alot of new laws to it. To magnify
something meansto enlarge it in order
to seeit in more detail. Thiswas the
whole point of Jesus famous Sermon
on the Mount (Matt. 5-7).

But how did Christ magnify the law?
Did He "spiritualize it away"?
Absolutely not! Notice how Christ
enlarged the seventh commandment:
"Y ou have heard that it was said to

salvation. It was never done away! " All his
commandmentsare sure. They stand

fast for ever and ever, and are donein
truth and uprightness’ (Ps. 111:7-8 KJV).
God further says, speaking in context of
Hislaw, " My righteousness will NOT be
abolished" (Is. 51.6).

So we are | eft with an apparent dilemma.
God commands us to keep His law--but we
cannot do that by ourselves (Rom. 8:7).
Furthermore, since we haven't kept God's
law from earliest childhood, we've already
earned the death penalty (6:23). Thank God
this penalty has been paid through the
death of His perfect Son. None of what
you've been reading negates the need for
God's grace and for giveness. We have to
ask God to apply Christ's sacrifice to us,
accepting Jesus as our Savior. But in order
to be forgiven, we must first repent of sin
(Acts 2:38)--that is, make a covenant with
our Creator to stop breaking His law!
However, once thisis done, the dilemma
remains. How do we continue to keep
God'slaw if, by ourselves, we are unable?

This was the problem faced by the
|sraelites under the Old Covenant. But
under the New Covenant, the problem is
solved. According to Hebrews 8, the fault
of the Old Covenant was not with God's
law but with the people--they could not
obey (vv. 7-8). So in the New Covenant,
God writes His law--the same law--on our
hearts and minds so that we can now obey
(v. 10). And through Christ, as already
mentioned, we are forgiven of our
lawbreaking (v. 12). But once forgiven,
how do we keep the commandments? By
surrendering to let Christ live in us through
the power of the Holy Spirit (Gal. 2:20
KJV). While we must do our part by
striving to obey (Luke 13:24; 1 Cor. 9:24-
27), God's Spirit must be added to our
efforts for them to bear the righteous fruit
of keeping His commandments (cf. Rom.




those of old, "Y ou shall not commit
adultery.' But | say to you that
whoever looks at awoman to lust for
her has already committed adultery
with her in his heart" (5:27-28). This
isthe spirit of the law--keeping God's
law in your mind (here figuratively
represented by the heart) and to its
fullest intent. Notice also that it is till
adultery, aviolation of the same
seventh commandment--not of some
new commandment against lusting.

In fact, the "letter of the law" of one of
the Ten Commandments can only be
taken "in the spirit."” The tenth
commandment against coveting
prohibits an attitude rather than a
specific physical ACT. How can you
covet in the letter and not in the spirit?
Coveting isin the MIND--so this
commandment obviously forbade
greed, lust and vanity. Christ was
showing that all the commandments
meant far more than peopl e thought
they did. By magnifying them, He

5:5; 1 John 5:3).

However, we must remember that
overcoming sin is aprocess. We do not
suddenly become perfect. Though
converted, we will still sin and need to ask
God for forgiveness

(1 John 1:8-9). The Apostle Paul said, "For
the good that | will to do, | do not do; but
the evil | will not to do, that |

practice" (Rom. 7:19). Y et as we've seen,
we must truly strive to obey--in partnership
with Jesus Christ (cf. Col. 1:29). And, over
time, we will GROW (cf. 2 Peter 3:18) and
become more like our Savior in keeping
His commandments. "L et no one deceive
you. He who practices righteousness
[commandment-keeping] is righteous, just
as He isrighteous. He who sins[as away
of life] is of the devil” (1 John 3:7-8). So
let's strive to obey God's Ten
Commandments--which are certainly NOT
done away!

made them even more binding--because He explained their real intent.

So the Decalogue forms a spiritual law--some would say amoral or ethical law--that covers every
facet of human conduct and attitude. That's why James called it "whole." When given at Sinai, it
was complete--without all the rituals and sacrifices of the Mosaic system (Deut. 5:22; cf. Jer. 7:22).
And it was God's intent that His Ten Commandments become a universal law for al mankind (cf.
Num. 15:16). This"royal law" (James 2:8) will be the basis of government in God's soon-coming
Kingdom! In that Kingdom, over which Christ will rule, "out of Zion shall go forth the law" (Is.
2:3). What awonderful world it will be when all men learn to live in peace and harmony through
the awesome liberty that God's law brings!

But you don't have to wait until then. For with Christ's help, you can be liberated right now--and
become a spiritual "pioneer” for arole in God's soon-coming Government on this earth (Rev. 5:10).
Just as David, you should truly study and meditate on God's commandments (cf. Ps. 119:97-99)--
through both this booklet and, more importantly, your own Bible. For God's spiritual law islike the
law of gravity--it's results are automatic. Those nations or individuals who refuse to obey are
enslaved to suffering, heartache and even death. But those who do obey will enjoy blessings and
abundant life. For the people who keep God's law of

liberty through Jesus Christ are the only ones who are truly free.



The First Commandment

| sall Israel stood before Mount Sinai on that glorious day when the Ten Commandments

| were given, it shook with thunder and lightning as the Creator's voice boomed across the
= plain below (Ex. 19:16-18; cf. Ps. 18:13). "And God spoke all these words, saying, '| am
the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
bondage'™ (Ex. 20:1-2; cf. Deut. 5:6).

So God began with a short preamble to the commandments in which He proclaimed His identity.
The phrase, "l am the LORD your God," is profoundly meaningful. The Hebrew letters replaced
here with "LORD" trandliterate into English as YHWH, the pronunciation of which remains
uncertain. Some Bible trandations render the meaning of this name more accurately as the
"Eternal,” the "Everliving" or the " Self-Existent One"--that's to say, He who has life inherent within
Himself.

Furthermore, He is called "God"--from the Hebrew Elohim. Thisword, plural in form, isafamily
name (cf. Eph. 3:14-15). It denotes more than one Being constituting the one God (i.e. God
Family)--presently the Father and Jesus Christ. Genesis 1:1 tells us that "in the beginning God
[Elohim] created the heavens and the earth.” However, the New Testament assures us that God
"created all things through Jesus Christ" (Eph. 3:9)--the "Word" or Spokesman (John 1:1-3, 14).

By virtue of God's role as Creator, He has authority over everything--and can command whatever
of whomever He pleases. But He magnified the Israglites obligation to obey Him by stating what
He had done for them. The preincarnate Jesus was their Savior--it was He who had rescued them
from Egyptian slavery! Interestingly, Egypt is used throughout the Bible as a symbol for sin and
society in rebellion against God. Now that they were miraculously delivered from this sinful land,
God wanted the I sraglites to stop practicing its sinful ways--that is, to stop breaking God's
commandments and start keeping them! But sadly, Israel would continually revert to immorality.

In the New Testament, Christ came to save all humanity by dying for us and then living in us. For
in an amazing parallel, ALL of us have been similarly enslaved. Paul said, "But God be thanked
that though you were slaves of SIN [lawbreaking], yet you obeyed from the heart that form of
doctrine to which you were delivered” (Rom. 6:17). And what doctrine or teaching did they obey?
Jesus taught them, as we've seen, to "KEEP THE COMMANDMENTS" (Matt. 19:17). Again,
Jesus role as Savior creates an obligation on our part: "Do you not know that... you are not your
own? For you were bought at a price; therefore glorify God in your body and in your spirit, which
are God's" (1 Cor. 6:19-20).

Now we are ready for the first commandment. God has identified Himself as the Eternal Creator
and Ruler who has acted to save our lives. We owe Him everything. So what does He tell usfirst?
God'sfirst commandment is: " Y ou shall have no other gods before Me" (Ex. 20:3; Deut. 5:7).
Let's examine what God intended by this law.



" Learn Not the Way of the Heathen"

When the commandments were delivered at Mount Sinai, the whole world was steeped in idolatry.
The Israelites had just left the rampant paganism of Egypt. In this land that worshiped the false
gods Osiris and Isis, and the pharaoh as a god on earth, even some animals and inanimate objects
were also considered divine. Now, before the Israglites trekked to Canaan, aland of worse idolatry,
God delivered His first commandment. And He later told them, ™Y ou shall worship no other god,
for the LORD, whose name is Jealous, is ajealous God" (Ex. 34:14). Was this ssmply because God
wanted praise? No! Rather, "every abomination to the LORD which He hates they [the pagans]
have done to their gods; for they burn even their sons and daughtersin the fire to their gods" (Deut.
12:31). Pagan worship is harmful and destructive. In fact, false religion has arguably hurt more
people than any other force on earth. If everyone's affections were instead set on the true God--who
Islove--above all others, then there would be perfect peace and happiness. Thus, God is "jealous’
not for His own sake--but for ours!

In ancient times, men often worshiped the heavenly bodies, fire, water or some kind of humanly
crafted idol. Y et even today, such outright heathen worship still exists. Animism, the belief that
there'sagod in every tree and rock, is widespread in certain parts of Africa. The New Age
movement teaches pantheism, that everything is part of the same "god" or universal soul--a concept
derived from Hinduism. And Hindus themselves, found mostly in India, worship "evil spirits' to
appease them. In fact, their word for "gods" is the same as that for "demons'! Interestingly, the
Apostle Paul tellsusthat ALL pagan religion is demon worship (1 Cor. 10:20). It should not
surprise us, then, that demons--

fallen angels who've rebelled against God--are involved in false religion. They mislead humanity to
adore them and their wicked ways. The supreme demon, Satan the Devil, is even called the "god of
thisage" (2 Cor. 4:4).

Many millions of people today are involved in other demonic practices such as spiritism,
witchcraft, voodoo and astrology--things expressly forbidden in Scripture (Deut. 18:10-12). Ouija
boards and séances aside, how many people consult " psychic phone hotlines’ to learn how to
conduct their lives? God says, "Learn not the way of the heathen, and be not dismayed at the signs
of heaven; for the heathen are dismayed at them" (Jer. 10:2 KJV). Y et how many people read the
horoscopes each morning to aid their daily decision-making?

Sadly, even in professing Christianity, many pagan customs persist. For example, the celebrations
of Easter and Christmas are really pagan holidays! The name "Easter" comes from the Babylonian
fertility goddess Ishtar. And Christmas was taken from the pagan Roman celebrations of Saturnalia
and Brumalia (December 25), which honored the rebirth of the sun god. Many think that it's okay to
follow these practices if they are done to worship God the Father and Jesus Christ. But the true God
will not accept such pagan worship even if it isintended to honor Him (cf. Deut. 12:29-32). Jesus
said that when we follow tradition in our worship instead of God's commandments, then our
worshipisIN VAIN (Mark 7:7-9). So we must forsake AL L pagan religious practices!

But are the demons of pagan religion all that God had in mind when He ordered that we have "no
other gods' before Him? Jesus said, " ou shall worship the LORD your God, and Him only you
shall serve" (Matt. 4:10). And Paul explained, "Do you not know that to whom you present
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yourselves daves ["servants' KJV] to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey...?" (Rom.
6:16). What do you truly "serve"? What is your life primarily devoted to? In al honesty, what do
you truly love with ALL your being above everything else? Y ourself? Y our mate? Y our children?
Your career? If the answer isnot God at all times, then you are breaking the first commandment.
For with our whole being, we must love God more than anyone or anything else.

Through Moses, the preincarnate Jesus magnified the first commandment with just such a
statement: "Hear, O Isragl: The LORD our God, the LORD isone! Y ou shall love the LORD your
God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with al your might" (Deut. 6:4-5). Remember that
when Jesus was asked about the greatest commandment in the Law, He answered, "Thefirst of all
the commandmentsis: 'Hear, O Israel, the LORD our God, the LORD is one. And you shall love
the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all
your strength.' Thisisthefirst commandment” (Mark 12:29-30; cf. Matt. 22:37).

Thistruly isthe greatest of all commandments. For if we were to obey it fully, we would also fully
obey every other commandment, simply by virtue of knowing that God wanted usto! Conversely,
any transgression that we commit against another point of God's law is also aviolation of thisfirst
commandment. For whenever we disobey--the real cause of human suffering--it is because God is
not first in our thoughts and priorities. To live atruly happy, fulfilled life, we must make sure that
we are not putting any other "gods" before the true God. Y et their are many that vie for our
affections.

The ThingsWe Wor ship

Many people think most of their problems would be solved if they only had more money. So
countless people drive themselves in pursuit of the "Almighty Dollar." The Bible even personifies
wealth and materialism as a false god named Mammon. Jesus said, "Y ou are not able to serve both
God and Mammon" (Matt. 6:24 Fenton trandation)--that is, "Y ou cannot serve God and

wealth" (NRSV). Paul explained that "the love of money isaroot of al kinds of evil" (1 Tim.
6:10). And every form of coveting isidolatry (Col. 3:5).

Others are slaves of certain obsessions, addictions and wrong habits. Drug addiction, gluttony and
every other fleshly lust are al'so forms of idolatrous worship. The Bible mentions those "whose god
istheir belly... who set their mind on earthly things" (Phil. 3:19). The hedonistic pursuit of "fun,
fun, FUN!" and endless entertainment is al'so aform of false worship. Today, television has become
a"god" for many that often does nothing more than waste valuable time.

Another way millions break the first commandment is in putting people or institutions ahead of
God. Throughout the centuries, people have tended to give total allegiance to some human
personality, government or organization--perhaps even a church!--which is essentially idolatry.
And today, the entertainment media has produced another kind of god--the celebrity. In front of
many a concert stage, screaming young people can be seen "worshiping" at the feet of some pop
star uttering lewd and profane lyrics. And as always, a more powerful influence than any single
individual isthe desire to "go along with the crowd"--peer pressure, in essence, having become an
idol.

Jesus warned, "Whoever comes to me cannot be my disciple unless he loves me more than he loves
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his father and his mother, hiswife and his children, his brothers and his sisters, and himself as
well.... None of you can be my disciple unless he gives up everything he has" (Luke 14:26-27, 33
Today's English Version). Each of us needsto realize our natural tendency to put family, friends
and associations ahead of God!

And there are yet other gods. In our modern scientific and technological society, man tends to
worship his own ingenuity and the "things" he has created. Too many think that a new invention, a
new drug or some other human discovery will solve all their problems. And so they refuse to put
their faith and trust in the real God! Reliance on the human mind to solve all human problemsis
itself aform of worship. Like the philosophers of ancient Greece, many today who promote popular
psychology and champion self-help seminars actually worship human reason. They spurn Paul's
warning: "Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty deceit” (Col. 2:8).
Believing the humanistic notion that man is supreme, their concept of God--if they even have one--
isthat he must agree with them and accept them on their terms.

And from here emerges the idea that the self isakind of god. Thisvery idolatry began in the
Garden of Eden. Satan told Eve that if she ate of the forbidden fruit, she would not die as God had
said, but would instead "be like God, knowing good and evil" (Gen. 3:5). This meant she would
determine good and evil for herself. And so she and Adam did (v. 22)--as all humanity has ever
since. But the Bible instructs us, "Trust in the LORD with all your heart, and lean not on your own
understanding” (Prov. 3:5).

We must not stubbornly exalt our own will above God's. "For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft,
and stubbornness is as iniquity [lawlessness] and idolatry" (1 Sam. 15:23). When we come to God,
it must be on His terms, not ours. And what are His terms? "For just as you presented your
members as slaves of uncleanness, and of |awlessness leading to more lawlessness, so now present
your members as slaves of righteousness for holiness' (Rom. 6:19). In other words, stop breaking
God's

commandments and start keeping them (cf. Ps. 119:172). And that certainly includes the first
commandment!

IsGod First in Your Life?

Sadly, most people just don't think about God very much. They don't truly and humbly call on Him
for help unless they are in some dire circumstance. Essentially, they have a"hip-pocket god"--one
they pull out in emergenciesto put in a"quick fix." But that isa FALSE god! The true God, who
givesyou life and breath, ought to be your God. He should become so REAL to you that in times of
joy--aswell asin times of trial and suffering--you remember to thank Him or ask for His guidance.
This humble, obedient spirit of "walking with God" in everything you think, say or do should be the
dominant factor in your life.

What do you think about the most? That is what you actually "worship"! After al, the thoughts
that dominate your mind are what you truly value. Be sure that the thoughts, plans, hopes and
dreams that you hold all revolve around your Creator--with loving and obeying Him, serving Him,
and fulfilling His purpose in your life (cf. Col. 3:1-4). This certainly includes learning to love and
serve our fellow human beings as the latter commandments explain. But we can do this only aswe
learn to obey the first commandment. Then we will view all other relationships--and all other
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"things'--in the light of the WILL of our Creator.

As Jesus did, we must always put God's will ahead of our own (cf. Matt. 26:36-44). We should
deeply appreciate and WORSHIP God as our Creator, our Deliverer, our Father. We should
wholeheartedly obey His laws, do what He saysin Hisinspired Word, serve Him with our precious
TIME, our talents and our energies. God and His purpose should DOMINATE the thoughts we
think, the words we speak and the actions we take. Then He will truly be OUR GOD. Thisisthe
first and GREAT commandment!
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The Second Commandment

+ | sGod "real" to you? Or do you need arepresentation of some sort, perhaps a picture, to
ﬁ'[ .| help you pray to, or even think about, Him? The second commandment concerns aspects
ol of the way in which we are to worship the true God--what we must not do as part of our
worship, and the result our manner of worship will bring on our descendants, whether reward or
punishment. It begins, " You shall not make for yourself any carved [" graven” KJV] image, or
any likeness of anything that isin heaven above, or that isin the earth beneath, or that isin
thewater under the earth; you shall not bow down to them nor servethem...." (Ex. 20:4-5;

Deut. 5:8-9).

God was not condemning artwork in
genera here. He was, instead,
forbidding anyone from setting up
pictures, statues, etc., "to bow down to
them" or "servethem.” Soitisreally
the misuse of art asaworship "aid"
that God is proscribing. But why?
Throughout history, physical human
beings have felt a need to reduce their
experiences to physical
representations. English historian
Thomas Babington Macaulay wrotein
1825, "L ogicians may reason about
abstractions. But the great mass of
men must have images. The strong
tendency of the multitude in all ages
and nations to idolatry can be
explained on no other principle."

Perhaps there could be no better
illustration of this fact than the golden
calf. God had already spoken the Ten
Commandments and the Israelites had
agreed. Y et, when Moses was gone for
more than a month up on Mount Sinai,
the people prodded his brother Aaron
to make agolden calf (Ex. 32:3-8). It
isimportant to see here that the
|sraglites considered this to be an
image of the Eternal (vv. 4-5)--not a
foreign god. Y et the true God did not
view the calf as a representation of

Which Commandment IsWhich?

Did you know that there is a controversy
over the numbering of the Ten Command-
ments? (Ex. 20:1-17; Deut. 5:6-21). That
there are ten isnot in dispute (Ex. 34:28;
Deut. 4:13; 10:4). The argument, rather, is
over which commandment is which.

About 1,500 years ago, Augustine, the
famous Cath- olic Church Father, arranged
the commandments in such away that
would permit the use of graven imagesin
"Christian" worship. August-ine's

Decal ogue made the second commandment
part of the first and split the tenth into two
Separate commandments.

Skipping the second commandment asiif it
Is part of the first makes it appear that there
Isonly one command against idolatry. But
there are, in fact, TWO distinct
commandments forbidding two types of
idolatry. The first prohibits worshiping
anything other than God (Ex. 20:3). The
second concerns bowing down to, serving
or otherwise using physical representations
of God, such as pictures, sculptures and
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Himself. For He did not say they
"sacrificed to ME," but rather, "to
IT" (v. 8). God saw the image
intended to represent Him as afalse,
foreign god.

People may want some object to help
them visualize the invisible God. But
consider that such representations, in
effect, deny that God is all-powerful,
al-knowing and, through His Spirit,
ever-present. No picture or sculpture
could ever capture these important
attributes. Furthermore, idols are the
creation of, and are thus inferior to,
men. When men make idolatrous
images, they are representing the
infinite God by something less than
even themselves!

To craft an image of God, man will
most often look to the physical realm
for inspiration. And, while there
certainly are aspects of nature that
typify divine existence (cf. Rom.
1:20), to cast God in the mold of
something He has created limits Him
in people's minds. Thisis how human
beings turned to idolatry in the first
place--when they "became fools, and
changed the glory of the incorruptible
God into an image made like
corruptible man--and birds and four-
footed beasts and creeping things....
and worshiped and served the
[creation] rather than the Creator” (vv.
22-25).

Of course, sometry to prove from this
that God doesn't have a human-like
appearance. Y et a comparison of
Genesis 1:26 and 5:3, as well as many
other scriptures, shows that He
absolutely does--as man was created in
His likeness. (For more complete
information on this topic, please write
for our free booklet, The God You Can

other icons, in worshiping Him (vv. 4-6).

When the second commandment is made
part of the first, one might argue that it
seems to only forbid serving images of
other gods. Standing alone, it clearly
forbids images of even the true God. But,
since Augustine's list combined them, he
still had to make the Decal ogue work out
to TEN Commandments.

To achievethis, as pointed out, Augustine
divided the tenth commandment (v. 17)
into two separate commandments--with the
ninth stating, "Y ou shall not covet your
neighbor'swife..." (Deut. 5:21), and the
tenth stating, "...and you shall not desire
[covet] your neighbor's house, hisfield, his
manservant, his maidservant, his ox, his
donkey, or anything that is your
neighbor's' (same verse).

However, notice how the Apostle Paul
guoted five of the Ten Commandments--
including the last one: "For the
commandments, Y ou shall not commit
adultery,’ "Y ou shall not murder," Y ou shall
not steal,' Y ou shall not bear false witness,’
"You shall not COVET," and if thereis any
other commandment, all are summed up in
this saying, namely, 'Y ou shall love your
neighbor as yourself™ (Rom. 13:9). Paul
did not distinguish between coveting a
neighbor's wife and coveting a neighbor's
house and other possessions. Elsewhere, he
guoted the commandment the same way:
"You shall not COVET" (7:7). Again, there
Isonly one principle involved here.

Notice carefully, also, that Moses did not
deem it necessary to preserve a particular
order in listing the two points Augustine
considered the ninth and tenth
commandments. In Deuteronomy 5:21, as
we have already seen, the proscription
against coveting a neighbor's wife is given
first, before that against coveting a
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Know!) The problem here was that so
many people viewed God much like a
"corruptible" human being--as the
vindictive Greek and Roman deities
were viewed--or even as alesser
creature.

The Lord told the Israglites not to
represent Him as any created thing
since they "saw no form" at Sinai
(Deut. 4:15). He does have form (cf.
Ex. 33:18-23; Num. 12:8)--but the
people did not see it and thus could
not know exactly what God looked
likein Hisfull glory. Any portrayal of
God by human handiwork, then,

neighbor's house and other possessions. In
Exodus 20:17, on the other hand, the
prohibition against coveting a neighbor's
wife and house is mentioned in the
opposite order.

Obviously, Moses would not have been
switching around the actual ninth and tenth
commandments. It is clear, then, that He

understood these different aspects of
coveting to be part of the same
commandment--the tenth commandment.
That, of course, means that the second
commandment does prohibit the use of
graven images to worship even the true
God.

would be afar cry from the redlity.

Warnings Against | mages

God commanded the Israelites not to raise up any kind of religious "standing image" (Lev. 26:1
KJV). For He knew they would be tempted to adopt this common practice of the time as away to
honor Him. In fact, God expressly told them, " You shall NOT wor ship the LORD your God
with such things' (Deut. 12:4). It might come as a surprise to many to learn what some of the
pagan images were. For example, one such recurring pagan symbol throughout the pre-Christian
world was the cross. Worn as ornamental embroidery or jewelry and also found as a " standing
image" toward which people prayed, the cross represented the religiously significant Tau, the first
letter in Tammuz--the name of the counterfeit savior of the Babylonian mystery religion.

When many in the early New Testament Church fell into apostacy, pagan imagery and symbolism--
including the symbol of the cross--began to be blended into the true worship. Faithful Christians
refused to venerate this image or adopt it as areligious symbol because it did NOT represent
Christ--it was a PRE-Christian, pagan image. And we are not to worship God "with such things."
Some today will agree that the cross has pagan origins yet assert that we can still display it on our
persons or in our homes. But God answers, "Y ou shall burn the carved images of their gods with
fire; you shall not covet the silver or gold that is on them, nor take it for yourselves, lest you be
snared by it; for it is an abomination to the LORD your God. Nor shall you bring an abomination
into your house, lest you be doomed to destruction likeit. You shall utterly detest it and
utterly abhor it, for it isan accursed thing" (7:25-26). Thisiswhat God thinks of crosses,
venerated statues of the Virgin Mary, or pictures and icons of other "saints" that people worship
and pray to!

And what about pictures of Jesus? The second commandment forbids the use of anything that
visually depicts God or could easily become an object of worship. And Jesus IS God--along with
the Father. Even while human, He was "God with us* (Matt. 1:23). And though He certainly looked
like any other man, looking or praying to some portrait as truly representing Him--or even hanging
one on your wall--breaks the commandment!
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Besides, the vast majority of such pictures contradict what we do know from the Bible about
Christ's human appearance! Though He was a Jew (Heb. 7:14), He is not usually portrayed with
Jewish features. And despite the Bible saying it's a shame for a man to have long hair (1 Cor. 11:14
KJV)--and that Christ was indistinguishable among crowds of short-haired Jews--these pictures
often show along-haired weakling with soft, feminine features and areally weird, far-off,
sentimental ook in His eyes. Yet thereal Jesus, who grew up working as a carpenter, would have
had calloused hands and strong muscles--enough to dump over the huge tables of the
moneychangers and frighten them out of the temple (John 2:14-16).

However, if weimagine Jesus appearance at all, it should be--in general terms--of how He appears
today: "His head and hair were white like wool, as white as snow, and His eyes like aflame of fire;
Hisfeet were like fine brass, asif refined in afurnace... and His countenance was like the sun
shining inits strength” (Rev. 1:14-16). Christ's face now shines with the full glory of the Living
God. Using popular pictures or icons of Jesus minimizesin one's mind the Living Jesus Christ--
who now sits as very God, glorified at the right hand of the Father in heaven. We must not put God
in a"box"--or in apicture frame!

Worshiping in Spirit and Truth

Jesus said that those who worship God "must worship in spirit and truth” (John 4:24). But, because
many have formed a false image of God in their minds, their worship is mostly in vain. And from
where did this false concept come? From rebellious human self-will refusing to unconditionally
surrender to wor ship thetrue God in the way He commands! So people seek various devices to
focus on agod of their own creation. Thisisthe real underlying foundation of al idolatry! For if
they really surrendered to obey God, pray to Him and study His Word, then they would come to
truly know Him--feeling no need for some humanly devised picture or imageto serve asa
“reminder” that Heisreal.

The second commandment ends with the reason God gaveit: " ...For | the LORD your God am a
jealous God, punishing children for theiniquity of parents, to thethird and the fourth

gener ation of those who re ect me, but showing steadfast love [" mercy” NKJV] tothe
thousandth generation of those who love me and keep my commandments® (Ex. 20:5-6
NRSV). In the last chapter, we saw that God is "jealous’ for our sake, not His. Because idolatry and
sin exact terrible consequen- ces. No just on ourselves--but on our children, grand-children and
even generations beyond!

A false concept of God and a false idea of how to worship Him will amost certainly be passed
down through a family--wrecking lives and preventing happiness. But God shows love and mercy
to the thousandth generation of those who are willing to obey Him and worship as He

commands.

We need to always keep in mind NOT to limit our concept of the great and awesome God who
gives uslife and breath. His power and glory are incomprehensible to our finite human minds.
Thank God that we can come to know and worship Him in spirit and in TRUTH.

17



{} | attributes, His works and great office, and His relationship with His creation and His
——1 covenant people. And the third commandment concerns our treatment of that name and all
that it standsfor: " You shall not take the name of the LORD your God in vain, for the LORD
will not hold him guiltlesswho takesHisnamein vain" (Ex. 20:7; Deut. 5:11).

The Hebrew word rendered "vain" here connotes "worthlessness' (Enhanced Strong's Lexicon).
The commandment, then, says that whoever uses God's hame for a worthless reason will not be
"guiltless'--or, as the Hebrew can also be translated, "clean”--before Him. Thus, God's hame must
always be treated with profound reverence. That doesn't, as some claim, mean we must use and
specialy pronounce its ancient Hebrew form. If that were true, many would be condemned for
having speech impediments or unusual accents. Rather, the importance of God's name liesin what
It represents.

We should study the names by which God is known. Elohim, remember, is the name of the God
Family. And YHWH, we saw, means "the Eternal." El Shaddai istrandated "Almighty God," but it
can also be given as "All-Sufficient God.” El Elyon means"God Most High." By studying such
names, we will come to know God better. And King David wrote, " Those who know Y our name
will put their trust in You; for You, LORD, have not forsaken those who seek You" (Ps. 9:10)--i.e.
through Bible study and earnest prayer.

When Christ's disciples asked Him to teach them how to pray (Luke 11:1), He repeated from His
Sermon on the Mount what is commonly referred to asthe "Lord's Prayer” or the Pater Noster
(Latin for "Our Father"). However, it was NOT an actual prayer, nor was it given to them to be
repetitiously recited as many believe. Those who repeat it as their prayer should observe what
Christ said immediately beforehand: "But when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen
do. For they think that they will be heard for their many words. Therefore do not be like

them" (Matt. 6:7-8). Surprising at it may seem, thisis actually aform of taking God's name in vain!

In thisinstance, Christ was simply outlining for people how to pray: "In this MANNER, therefore,
pray: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be Y our name" (v. 9). Notice that the first thing we areto
pray isthat God's name be "hallowed"--i.e. made or treated as holy (cf. Lev. 22:31-33). It isvital
that we learn to "give unto the LORD the glory due to His name [and] worship the LORD in the
beauty of holiness" (Ps. 29:2). Holiness is essentially spiritual purity or cleanliness. Only when we
approach God's name with deep awe and reverence will we ourselves be hallowed in His sight.

Profanity and Swearing

Modern movies use God's name so often in curses and swearing that society has become numb to it.
Even in everyday language--perhaps to sound "tough" or "cool"--people often utter vile remarks
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involving the name of the very One who gives them life and breath! Isthisatrivial matter? God
commands us not to "revile" Him (Ex. 22:28)--i.e. to dight, put down or even just lightly esteem
Him as the Hebrew can be translated. God considers such trifling with His name to be "blasphemy,"
translated from aword literally meaning "to pierce." What does God think about people making
piercing remarks against Him? In ancient Israel, He ordered the death penalty! (Lev. 24:15-16).
Clearly, thisisaBIG DEAL to the Almighty!

In the New Testament, God commands us, "But now you must also put off all these: anger, wrath,
malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth" (Col. 3:8). Besides vile curses often shouted
in anger, so many people just carelessly toss God's name around in their normal speech. But this
too istaking God's name in vain. It's profanity! For in the Old Testament, to "profane" God's name
meant not only to defile, pollute and desecrate it, but also to simply treat it as"common.”

Also blasphemous are euphemisms--"substituting a mild, indirect, or vague term for one considered
harsh, blunt, or offensive” (American Heritage Dictionary, 3rd ed., 1992)--for God's name. Terms
such as "gosh" and "gee" are substitutes for "God" and "Jesus." But the Eternal says, "Let no
corrupt communication proceed out of your mouth” (Eph. 4:29)--which includes ANY kind of
careless speech, slang expressions or euphemisms that profane the holy name of God.

In U.S. courts, awitness is expected to raise his right hand (sometimes placing hisleft hand on a
Bible) and answer "I do" to a question like this: "Do you solemnly swear that the testimony you are
about to giveisthe truth, the whole truth and nothing but the truth, so help you God?' No doulbt,
many swear such an oath without blinking--and then go right on to tell complete and total lies. But
God clearly states, "You shall not swear by My name falsely, nor shall you profane the name of
your God" (Lev. 19:12). He even warned that He would send out aterrible curse in the end time
that would "enter the house of the thief and the house of the one who swears falsely by My name. It
shall remain in the midst of his house and consume it, with its timber and stones' (Zech. 5:4).

Remarkably, people would not even have to worry about such a curse if they ssmply followed the
plain teaching of Jesus Christ in the New Testament:

Again you have heard that it was said to those of old, "Y ou shall not swear falsely, but shall
perform your oaths to the Lord.” But | say to you, DO NOT SWEAR AT ALL: neither by heaven,
for it is God's throne; nor by the earth, for it is His footstool; nor by Jerusalem, for it isthe city of
the great King. Nor shall you swear by your head, because you cannot make one hair white or
black. But let your "Yes' be"Yes," and your "No," "No." For whatever is more than theseis from
the evil one [Matt. 5:33-37].

The Apostle James gives similar instruction (James 5:12). Thus, the name of God is so holy that we
are forbidden from using it to back up our words or to take aformal oath. In fact we are forbidden
from swearing altogether! That's because the very definition of "swear" is"to make a solemn
declaration, invoking a deity or a sacred person or thing, in confirmation of and witness to the
honesty or truth of such adeclaration” (American Heritage).

Thankfully, we have the legal right in Americato instead use the word "affirm" in legal
proceedings. We don't ever need to swear. Moreover, the smple affirmation or formally given word
of atrue Christian who reveres God's name is generally far more reliable than thousands of oaths

19



sworn in God's name by people who don't really acknowledge Him.

Another common way people profane God's name is through their conduct. For instance, Israel was
to be amodel nation but failed miserably inits example. By the Israelites evil conduct, God's name
was "profaned among the nations' (Ezek. 36:22-23). That is, foreigners could have said, "If they are
God's people, then | don't want anything to do with Him." The Israglites should have been more
concerned about God's reputation. They had, of course, been told up front, "If you do not carefully
observe all the words of this law that are written in this book, that you may fear this glorious and
awesome name, THE LORD Y OUR GOD, then..." they would suffer disease epidemics (Deui.
28:58-59). Notice that obedience to God is directly tied to having deep fear and respect for His
name. For if we don't obey Him, we are esteeming His name lightly.

In the New Testament, Christians are to serve as "ambassadors for Christ" (2 Cor. 5:20). If we are
in the service of the Great God, we must ensure that our character is above reproach so that we will
not profane His name among the nations.

Deceiversand Vain Wor ship

There are many false witnesses who say they represent God, when the truth is that they don't even
KNOW Him! And they tell lies about God and His teachings. Jesus prophesied that many would
come in His name, claiming that He was Christ yet deceiving the MANY (Matt. 24:4-5 KJV).
These decelvers presumptuously take the name of God--here Jesus Christ--IN VAIN.

Such vain deceivers have brought many teachings into so-called "Christianity" that are the exact
opposite of what Jesus taught. For example, millions of nominal Christians call their human priests
"Father." Y et there is no confusion about what Christ said: "Do not call anyone on earth your
father; for Oneisyour Father, He who isin heaven" (Matt. 23:9). "Father" is God's name! Our only
spiritual Father is God! This, incidentally, does not mean we can't call our physical human parent
"father"--for even God Himself does so in the fifth commandment. Christ's command is against
calling another human being "Father" asareligioustitle.

Another common way to take God's hame in vain is by applying the title "Reverend" to any human
being. This distinction belongs to God alone: "Holy and reverend isHIS name" (Ps. 111:9 KJV).
Only GOD isreverend--worthy of reverence or worship! Not even angels merit worship (cf. Rev.
19:10; 22:9). And certainly no mortal human is worthy of this honor. The Apostle Paul, one of
God's greatest servants ever, wrote, "For | know that in me (that is, in my flesh) nothing good
dwells' (Rom. 7:18). Calling any man "Reverend" or "Father," or accepting such religioustitles as
applying to oneself, isatotal violation of the third commandment--bringing spiritual uncleanness
before God.

The whole problem here is one of embracing tradition over God's specific directions. Jesus
described such a situation in a scripture referred to earlier: "' This people honors Me with their lips,
but their heart isfar from Me. And IN VAIN they worship Me, teaching as doctrines the
commandments of men.' For laying aside the commandment of God, you hold the tradition of
men" (Mark 7:6-8).

To avoid taking God's name in vain in such a situation, we must reject human tradition and
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embrace God's commandments! Christ asks those who vainly use His name, "But why do you call
Me'Lord, Lord," and do not do the thingswhich | say?' (Luke 6:46). If we call on God's name, yet
refuse to change our livesto conform to His, we are treating His name lightly. Elsewhere, Jesus
plainly said, "Not everyone who saysto Me, 'Lord, Lord,' shall enter the kingdom of heaven, but he
who does the will of My Father in heaven" (Matt. 7:21).

When we call on God's hame, it must be to a good effect: "L et everyone who names the name of
Christ depart from iniquity [commandment-breaking]"! (2 Tim. 2:19). Until we learn to use God's
name for aright purpose and stop transgressing His law, we are taking that holy and righteous
name in vain. But when we L1VE God's commandments, we render HONOR and

REVERENCE to His great and awesome name.

May we all learn to pray, as David did in Psalm 86:11-12, "Teach me Y our way, O LORD:; | will
walk in Your truth; unite my heart to fear Y our NAME. | will praise You, O Lord my God, with all
my heart, and | will glorify Your NAME forevermore.”
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The Fourth Commandment

hy were we born? What is the meaning of life? How do we achieve our ultimate purpose?

Far too little TIME is spent searching for answers to these questions from the Creator of
life. But He isthere to direct usin these important matters if we will simply make
available the time to be taught. Furthermore, we need--for our own well-being and peace of mind--
time for spiritual rest and rejuvenation. And that brings us to the fourth
commandment:

Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. Six days you shall labor and do all your work,
but the seventh day isthe Sabbath of the LORD your God. In it you shall do no work: you,
nor your son, nor your daughter, nor your manservant, nor your maidservant, nor your cattle, nor
your stranger who iswithin your gates. For in six days the LORD made the heavens and the earth,
the sea, and all that isin them, and rested the seventh day. Therefore the LORD blessed the Sabbath
day and hallowed it [Ex. 20:8-11; cf. Deut. 5:12-15].

Thisis the longest commandment of the Ten--with 28% of the Hebrew wording of the Decalogue
devoted toit. Yet, sadly, it isthe one people try most to reason around and argue against. But the
Sabbath command CANNOT be removed from the rest of God's law--in fact, it is Situated right in
the midst of the commandments.

The fourth commandment completes the first section of the Decalogue, which tells us how to love
God. How does observing the Sabbath show Him love? An old adage says, "Y ou make time for
what you value most." If God isfirst in our lives--as the first commandment mandates--then we
will make time for Him. But the cares of thislife constantly compete for our attention. And without
adivine directive, WHEN would we find time out from work, socializing, entertainment or other
pursuitsto really get to know God? WHEN would we spend hours with Him through prayer and
study of His Word? Probably NEVER! Y et He insists that every week we break FREE from the
"daily grind" for an entire 24-hour period--a whole day devoted to building a relationship with our
Creator.

Sabbath Made for Man--Why?

The fourth commandment says to "REMEMBER the Sabbath day" since it already existed--for the
seventh day followed the other six days of creation week (Ex. 20:11). Back then, "God blessed the
seventh day and sanctified it, because in it He rested [past tense of Heb. shabat, i.e. " Sabbathed"--
meaning "ceased"] from al His work which God had created and made" (Gen. 2:3). (For proof of
which day was, and till is, the true

seventh-day Sabbath that is still to be kept, please write for our free booklet, Which Day Isthe
Christian Sabbath?)

God ceased from creating tangible things on the seventh day and thereby CREATED the Sabbath--

22



and was "refreshed" (Ex. 31:17). Not that He was tired. But God does enjoy times of relaxation,
when He can stop and enjoy the fruit of His labor--as He did now and saw that all was"very

good" (Gen. 1:31). Also, having just created Adam and Eve on the sixth day (vv. 26-31), God
undoubtedly spent the Sabbath teaching them about their tremendous destiny and how they were to
live.

The fourth commandment tells us to keep the Sabbath holy. But you can't keep something holy
without it being holy to begin with. No more than you can keep cold water hot! So the Sabbath was
already holy. For God, we saw, "sanctified it"--i.e. set it apart for holy use. Only He can make
something holy by putting His presencein it. Furthermore, God "blessed,” or accorded favor to, the
seventh day of the week and no other. Thus, in the act of creation, God bestowed divine favor on,
and put His presence in, arecurring space of the most enduring physical property--time.

Think for amoment just who did this. Earlier, we learned that Jesus Christ was the Word or
Spokesman who did the actual work of creating on behalf of the Father. So not only was Christ the
God of the Old Testament who SPOKE and WROTE the Sabbath command, He was also the One
who actually MADE the Sabbath itself! No wonder Christ, in the New Testament, said, "Therefore
the Son of Man isaso Lord of the Sabbath" (Mark 2:28). He certainly didn't do away with it!

Immediately preceding this, He had stated--concerning the many legalistic "dos and don'ts" that the
Pharisees had ADDED to God's Sabbath commandment--"The Sabbath was made for man, and not
man for the Sabbath" (v. 27). So the Sabbath was made not just for the Jews, but for mankind in
genera. And it wasn't intended to be a heavy burden with all kinds of ridiculous restrictions (cf. 1
John 5:3). Instead, it was "made FOR man," to benefit him.

Of course many will claim that Christ's "liberalization™" of the Pharisees' strict rules gives us license
to do whatever we want on the Sabbath. But that's just not true. Jesus never advocated breaking the
Sabbath--and never transgressed it Himself. It isimpossible to justify doing your own thing on the
Sabbath by saying it was created for US. That's because it was created for us to use properly. There
definitely are restrictions attached to the Sabbath. But these are for man's own GOOD!

Our Creator knew that we would need atime of rest and worship every seventh day. Throughout
the week, all of ustend to get wrapped up in our daily concerns. God knew this would happen and,
rather than burdening us, sanctified the Sabbath as atime for usto be LIBERATED from our daily
routine to really draw close to Him. In our materialistic world, we desperately need this weekly
Holy Day to spend real quality time with God and to think on those things He wants usto. Thiswill
invigorate us with the purpose and zeal necessary to live abundant, fulfilled lives the other six days
of the week.

Furthermore, God was well aware that, without the Sabbath, we would quickly lose contact with
Him and even forget Him. For this reason, He set up the Sabbath as a perpetua "sign" that would
identify Him--the Creator--as well as those who worship Him (cf. Ex. 31:12-17). How important
was this commandment to God? He ordered that those in ancient Israel who flaunted it were to pay
with their lives! (v. 15; Num. 15:32-36).

Delight in God's Sabbath
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So just how are we to keep the Sabbath? The Pharisees tried to legislate, in minute detail, all that
was or wasn't acceptable, making the Sabbath a great burden. God never intended this. He
magnified the Sabbath requirement throughout His Word with some specifics but mainly by

expounding broad, spiritual principles.

What, then, does God tell us? Again,
"Six days you shall labor and do all
your work" (Ex. 20:9). Thisis actually
part of the commandment. God
ordained the first six days of the week
for our business and work--intending
for us to be busy and productive. In
Proverbs 19:15 He tells us, "Laziness
castsoneinto adeep sleep, and anidle
person will suffer hunger" (NKJV,
1988). The person who shirks his
responsibilities the first six days of the
week isjust as guilty of breaking
God's law as the one who works on the
seventh!

Then the commandment says that on
the Sabbath, "you shall do no work:
you, hor your son, nor your daughter,
nor your manservant, nor your
maidservant, nor your cattle, nor your
stranger who iswithin your

gates' (Ex. 20:10). So you are not to
do any kind of real work on the
Sabbath--be it your occupation,
personal business, housework or any
strenuous activity. And neither are
those in the environment over which
you have control.

But cessation of labor is not the only
requirement God makes. He also gives
positive instruction. In Leviticus 23:3,
the weekly Sabbath is listed as the first
of God's "Feasts" or Festivals, "which
you shall proclaim to be holy
convocations'

(v. 2). God then lists His seven other
Feasts, which contain seven annual
Sabbaths. These days are also
embraced by the spirit of the Sabbath
commandment. God's Sabbaths--

AreYou Passing God's Test?

Many contend that because the Sabbath
was given as part of the Old Covenant, it
has therefore been abolished or done away
under the New Covenant. But remember
that the Sabbath has existed from the
creation of mankind. Even before the

| sraelites were given the covenant at
Mount Sinai, God had revealed His holy
Sabbath day to them.

Exodus 16:1-30 shows how God gave them
mannato eat as they trekked through the
desert. On the first through fifth days of
each week, they were to gather a certain
guota of this "bread from heaven" from the
ground. They had to eat it on the day it was
gathered because it would spoil if left
overnight. However, on the sixth day, they
were to gather up twice as much in order to
have mannafor two days--the sixth and
seventh--because, not only were they
forbidden from gathering on the seventh-
day Sabbath, God would not even provide
any on that day. And He kept the manna
from spoiling overnight from the sixth to
the seventh day.

The purpose of the manna, according to
verse 29, was not just to feed the people
but to TEACH them to observe the
Sabbath! Moreover, the preincarnate Christ
said He did this"that | may TEST them,
whether they will walk in My law or

not" (v. 4). So the Sabbath isthe TEST
commandment--the one that really shows
who is committed to God's way. That
should not surprise us. Others will readily
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weekly and

annual--are to be holy "convocations'
and are, therefore, days commanded
for worship services. We must not
forsake assembling together on the
days God has appointed for that
purpose

(cf. Heb. 10:25).

Finally, look at what God said in
|saiah 58:

If you turn away your foot from the
Sabbath, from doing your pleasure on
My holy day, and call the Sabbath a
delight, the holy day of the LORD
honorable, and shall honor Him, not
doing your own ways, nor finding
your own pleasure, nor speaking your
own words, then you shall delight
yourself inthe LORD; and | will cause
you to ride on the high hills of the
earth.... The mouth of the LORD has
spoken [vv. 13-14].

So we are not to be doing our own
pleasure on God's Holy Day. That
means we aren't to be pursuing our
hobbies or leisure activities. That does
not preclude doing any enjoyable
things on the Sabbath whatsoever, for

accept us if we live by a code of not
cursing God, not murdering, not
committing adultery, not stealing and so
on. Not much of atest there. But keeping
the Sabbath? Somehow that's different.
Somehow that 1abels someone as being
really ODD in the minds of many.

Sabbath-keepers have often had to sacrifice
employment because they will not work
during God's holy time. Of course, in the
long run, they will be blessed for that. But
it takesagreat deal of faith and trust in
God to stand on this conviction. Hereis
one of the reasons the Sabbath isaredl
identifying SIGN of God's people (cf. Ex.
31:13)--it isavisible BADGE that others
can see, which indicates WHO is truly
willing to walk in God's way despite the
obstacles.

What about YOU? Are Y OU passing God's
test? The Eternal hasn't changed. He would
very much enjoy spending the next

Sabbath with Y OU--if you are willing. God
is ready to use the seventh day of the week
to teach you and begin

building arelationship with you.

we areto find DELIGHT init. The point is that, whatever we do, God must be an intrinsic part of
it. A family walk through a natural setting is a wonderful way to get in touch with the great God
who made the beautiful creation we see.

When the seventh day arrives, we must stop pursuing our "own ways" (the things we normally do),
seeking our "own pleasure” (just trying to have fun) and speaking our "own words"

(the everyday things we talk about that don't involve God). This last oneis often VERY HARD to
follow because "out of the abundance of the heart the mouth speaks' (Matt. 12:34). To truly keep
the Sabbath in the spirit, we must focus our MINDS on God and those things He wants us to be
concerned with during His holy time. Then, as God promises, we will be truly blessed.

So we should not think of the Sabbath as the day we "can't" do this or that! Rather, we should
approach this very special day as a period when we can and should TAKE TIME to deeply study
and thoughtfully analyze the Bible. It's atime when we can sit quietly, meditating over and thinking
through the truly big issues of life. It is the perfect time for unhurried, thoughtful, heartfelt

PRAY ER to our Father in heaven--to "commune" with our Creator, to worship Him and to get to
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know Him intimately.

Are YOU willing to "remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy"? If you obey God in doing so, you
will discover one the greatest blessings He has ever given mankind.
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The Fifth Commandment

uman society is, in many ways, built upon the family. No wonder, then, that just aswe

= | | witness more and more broken homes and families, we are also seeing an increasingly

= fragmented society as awhole. Crimeisout of control. Y outh arein rebellion. And much
of this can be directly traced to a severe lack of deeply ingrained respect for constituted authority--
something that should be taught in early childhood.

Child psychologist Dr. James Dobson states, "It is imperative that a child learns to respect his
parents--not to satisfy their egos, but because hisrelationship with them providesthe basisfor
hislater attitude toward all other people. His early view of parental authority becomes the
cornerstone of his future outlook on school authority, law enforcement officers, employers and
others with whom he will eventually live and work” (Focus on the Family, March 1994, p. 11).

Moreover, the family provides us with a physical type of the spirit-plane relationship that God--our
Heavenly Father--wants to have with us. It's probably for this very reason that God placed the fifth
commandment where He did among the Ten. The first four define our relationship with Him. The
last six govern our relationships with our fellow man. The fifth commandment, in covering our first
human relationship, states, " Honor your father and your mother, that your days may belong
upon the land which the LORD your God isgiving you" (Ex. 20:12). This stands as a sort of
"bridge" between the two sections of God's spiritual law--because God is our "parent” even more
than our physical parents! So truly obeying the fifth commandment is directly tied to obeying and
honoring God Himself.

Notice that in ancient Israel, God ordered that "he who strikes his father or his mother shall surely
be put to death.... And he who curses his father or his mother shall surely be put to death” (Ex.
21:15, 17). Why such a severe penalty? As aready mentioned, disdain for parents leads to disdain
for ALL

authority--including God. To asmall child, a parent--as provider, protector, teacher and lawgiver--
stands in the place of God Himself. Thus, how a child relates to his parents will, in large measure,
affect how he relates to God.

A Commandment with Promise

In the New Testament, the Apostle Paul focused on the special blessing attached to this
commandment: "Children, obey your parentsin the Lord, for thisis right. 'Honor your father and
mother," which is the first commandment with promise: ‘that it may be well with you and you may
live long on the earth™ (Eph. 6:1-3).

The fifth commandment tells all of usto "honor" our parents. For children--not yet grown up and
Independent--that means "obey." A small child with no experience or judgment must be taught to
obey his parentsimmediately and unquestioningly. As a child grows, explanations and reasons
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should be given. But the habit of instant obedienceis still vital! For if ayoung child carelessly runs
out into abusy street, it may then be too late for any detailed explanations.

Of course, the obedience isto be "in the Lord." Asachild grows and comes to understand biblical
Truth, that must take priority. God's authority is higher than our parents. So if you are ateen whose
parents order you to transgress God's law, you ought to "obey God rather than men" (Acts 5:29).
Yet in al normal situations, you should obey your parents even if you don't see things their way.
For they pay the bills. And they, who spent thousands of hours caring for you when you were little,
love you more than your peers.

To be honored, as the fifth commandment directs, certainly implies that one should be honorable.
So parents should live lives worthy of respect--walking in God's commandments. Astheir children
grow, they should instruct them about our great Father in heaven--the Creator and Ruler of all that
Is. Asthe next verse in Ephesians 6 says, parents should "bring them up in the training and
admonition of the Lord" (v. 4). God's laws should be taught to children at every opportunity (Deut.
6:7). And they must be led to have far more faith in and love for God than their earthly parents.

If parents do their job properly, their children are far more likely to learn the priceless habit of
obedience and a deep respect for law and constituted authority. It isinteresting that Romans 13:8-9
lists the last five of the Ten Commandments that bear on loving our neighbor. However, the fifth
commandment is directly implied in preceding verses, which admonish us to honor all authority--
certainly including our parents. Notice this New Testament magnification:

Let every soul be subject to the governing authorities. For there is no authority except from God,
and the authorities that exist are appointed by God. Therefore whoever resists the authority resists
the ordinance of God, and those who resist will bring judgment on themselves.... Therefore you
must be subject, not only because of wrath but also for conscience' sake. For because of thisyou
also pay taxes, for they are God's ministers attending continually to this very thing. Render
therefore to ALL their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom
fear, honor to whom honor [vv. 1-7].

Observe that we must obey constituted authority "not only because of wrath," that is, fear of
punishment, "but also for conscience' sake'--because we know we should since the authority is
ultimately from God. Coming to understand this important point begins with submission to parents
during childhood. Too many children today obey their parents only when coerced, begged or even
bribed! Lacking isa spirit of willingnessto obey and serve. Y et, even though children are still
carnally minded (Rom. 8:7) and the outside world may negatively influence them, if parents are
faithful in properly teaching God's way of life, even thisright attitude can be fostered to some
degree.

All this should help explain why obeying the fifth commandment enables us to "live long on the
earth." Children who obey their parents automatically develop habits that lead to long life. They
will tend to steer clear of youthful recklessness, violence, wrong associations and general rebellion--
which often lead to early death. Later, their respect for law and government will prevent them from
breaking civil laws, keeping them safe and out of trouble. And ultimately, those young people who
learn to respectfully submit to their parents, and later to God Himself, will

definitely "live long on the earth"--as immortal spirit beings right here on this planet! (Matt. 5:5;
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Rev. 5:10).

Additionally, there are everyday blessings for the obedient child. He has a sense of security.
Without parentally imposed limits, a child will be confused and feel somewhat uncared for.
Obedience will free him from frustrating feelings of guilt and rebellion. His life will seem happier,
more carefree and purposeful. And, when later imbued with spiritual life, he will make the
wonderful transition from honoring his human parents to worshiping his eternal spiritual Parent--
the Great God!

Should AdultsHonor Their Parents?

Even though adults are no longer bound to strictly obey their parents, they are still required to
honor them. "Honor" means more than obey. It means to show someone a great deal of respect--
treating him or her as someone highly esteemed. Adults must treat their parents with courtesy,
thoughtfulness and kind deeds. Think about all our parents did for us while growing up and the
tremendous love they showered on us. We should delight in returning that love. Write, phone and
visit them! Especially let them know we are thinking about them on specia occasions. And when
they are old and perhaps in declining health, be willing to sacrifice time, energy and, if necessary,
even financial resources to care and provide for them.

In Christ's day, certain religious leaders were shirking this responsibility. They claimed that funds
which might have been so employed were dedicated to the temple service. These funds--not part of
God's commanded tithe--were offerings seen as inducements of God's favor. Christ rebuked them,
"All too well you reject the commandment of God, that you may keep your tradition. For Moses
said, 'Honor your father and your mother'; and, 'He who curses father or mother, let him be put to
death™ (Mark 7:9-10).

Jesus further told them, "But you say it is perfectly all right for aman to disregard his needy
parents, telling them, 'Sorry, | can't help you! For | have given to God what | could have given to
you." And so you break the law of God in order to protect your man-made tradition” (vv. 11-13
Living Bible). Thus Christ plainly taught that, if our parents are in need and we are able to help
them--materially, financially or otherwise--we are required to do so by the fifth commandment.

Look at Christ's own example from His dying moments. In excruciating pain, Jesus looked down
from the cross and saw His mother, Mary, standing by his closest disciple, John. So He said,
""Woman, behold your son!' Then He said to the disciple, 'Behold your mother!" And from that hour
that disciple took her to his own home" (John 19:26-27). Jesus honored and loved His mother to the
very end--here making final provision for her to be taken care of.

When others would have been focused on self, Jesus looked upon the woman who bore and raised
Him, and who now unashamedly wept in this horrible place--and He remembered His Father's fifth
commandment, which He Himself had spoken from Mount Sinai amost 1,500 years before. Let's
always remember this perfect example of Jesus Christ!
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The Sixth Commandment

ur world isfilled with violence and killing. Not just the make-believe scenes of "action”

; movies and TV shows, but real-life people killing real-life people! Innocent victims slain
= in the streets of our cities. Armed criminals gunned down by police. Soldierskilled on the
battlefield. Unborn children dismembered in abortion clinics. Teenagers committing suicide. And
terminally ill patients undergoing euthanasia or "mercy killing." What does the Everliving God
think of al this? His sixth commandment says, " You shall not murder" (Ex. 20:13; Deut. 5:17).
Biblical scholars generally agree that the word here should be trandlated "murder” and not "kill," as
in the original King James Version. For, depending on whom or what is being killed and why,
killing may not be murder.

From the first chapter of Genesis, it isclear that al life on earth is the handiwork of the Creator
God. Lifeis sacred because it is God-given. Asthe Giver of al life, He alone has the authority to
terminate life or to alow its termination (cf. Job 1:21). So what about killing plants and animals?
According to the Bible, God has given man "dominion" over all non-human life on earth (Gen.
1:28). He told us to use plants for food (v. 29). Before the Great Flood, He had already designated
certain animals as "clean" (7:2)--i.e. they were created to be eaten (cf. 1 Tim. 4:3-4). And in
Genesis 3:21, God set a precedent by making clothes for Adam and Eve out of animal skins. So
God has given man the right to slay other forms of life. But this does not permit animal abuse or the
indiscriminate destruction of wildlife or forest land (cf. 49:6-7; Deut. 22:6). God intended man to
"tend and keep" his environment (Gen. 2:15). Thisimplies alot of care. Killing for the sake of
killing--or for the mere enjoyment of it--is never what God intended.

So what about killing people? God created every physical creature to reproduce "according to its
kind" (Gen. 1:25). But then He began to create beings in His own image! Notice: "Then God said,
'Let US [the Father and the preincarnate Jesus] make man in OUR image, according to OUR
likeness" (v. 26). Of all the physical creatures that God has created, only humans look like Him and
have minds patterned after His, just as a human child isin the image and likeness of its parents (cf.
5:3). Not only is God our Father by creation, He is also in the process of actually begetting us as
His spiritual children: ™I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters,’ says the
LORD Almighty" (2 Cor. 6:18). Thus God will one day raise us to the glory of His plane of
existence (cf. Heb. 2:10).

This should make the value of human life obvious. If we can become "partakers of the divine
nature" (2 Peter 1:4) and eventually be "filled with all the fullness of God" (Eph. 3:19), then all of
us have potential divinity--not of ourselves, as many New Age thinkers would claim, but through
the power and purpose of theinfinite God! Hislife isthe most valuable there is--and He intends
that we share it with Him. And, though our physical lifeislike a short-lived vapor (James 4:14), it
provides us the time to learn lessons and build character through experience as preparation for
eterna lifein God's Family!
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God-given life and breath is the greatest gift physical man can know. Through it we have
consciousness, our abilities and al that we experience. Taking life, on the other hand, is the end of
all--crushing the hopes and dreams of one made in the very image of our Creator: "His breath goeth
forth, he returneth to his earth; in that very day his thoughts perish" (Ps. 146:4 KJV). To take the
life of another human being without divine sanction isto wickedly usurp a prerogative that belongs
only to God, the Giver of life. Thisiswhat murder is. It attempts to destroy God's highest creation
and to thwart His master plan!

Suicide isthe samein effect--and is no less an act of murder than is unlawfully killing someone
else. Each person does NOT have the right to control the time and manner of his own death. We do
NOT own ourselves--GOD owns us! The Apostle Paul was inspired to write, "Do you not know
that your body... you have from God, and you are not your own?' (1 Cor. 6:19). Only God has the
right to say when our time on this earth is finished.

God's Original Intent

Now killing can be justifiable. That's to say, it IS possible to kill someone without committing
murder. Under the "ministration of death" (2 Cor. 3:7 KJV) that God gave His physical nation, He
commanded the Israglites to execute those guilty of capital offenses (Ex. 21:12-17, 23). Carrying
out this sentence was clearly not murder. Another example is manslaughter--killing someone
accidentally. Though still a great offense, it was not a capital crime and, therefore, not murder (cf.
Num. 35:9-34).

Neither should Israel's wars that God Himself commanded them to fight be viewed as acts of
murder. For example, God was moved to wipe out the Canaanites because of their extreme and
abominable wickedness, so He directly ordered the Israglites to exterminate them (cf. Deut. 7:1-2).
But was Isragl right to obey? Absolutely. For this was neither humanly plotted warfare, nor
something done out of malice or personal vengeance. It was God's expressly revealed will. And itis
never asin to obey God. Asthe Creator, not only isit fully within God's right to take someone's life
Himself, it isaso Hisright to command someone else to do so.

Nevertheless, it wasn't God's original intent that man learn to kill hisfellow man. And now God, as
He intended from the beginning, is building within His Spirit-begotten children the character to
love, protect and save life--not destroy it! Christians are now "of the new covenant, not of the letter
but of the Spirit; for the letter kills, but the Spirit giveslife" (2 Cor. 3:6).

In explaining the sixth commandment, Christ said, "Y ou have heard that it was said to those of old,
Y ou shall not murder,' and whoever murders will be in danger of the judgment. But | say to you
that whoever is angry with his brother without a cause shall be in danger of the judgment” (Matt.
5:21-22). Jesus got right to the source of murder--bitter anger and hatred. Of coursg, it is possible to
be angry without sinning. For instance, we can be righteously indignant at sin--just as God is. The
Apostle Paul wrote, "Be angry, and do not sin” (Eph. 4.26). However, notice how he immediately
gualified this statement: "Do not let the sun go down on your wrath, nor give placeto the

devil" (vv. 26-27). We must never stay angry--stewing over real or imagined wrongs we have
suffered. If we do, we can develop a bitter attitude toward others. When this occurs, we are
harboring the spirit of murder and are in danger of judgment. As Jesus Sermon on the Mount
instructs, we must immediately repent and seek
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reconciliation (Matt. 5:23-24).

God's Holy Spirit guides Christians to control not only our actions, but also the thoughts that
produce them. Paul wrote, "Repay no one evil for evil. Have regard for good things in the sight of
all men. If it is possible, as much as depends on you, live peaceably with al men. Beloved, do not
avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is written, 'Vengeance is Mine, | will
repay,' saysthe Lord" (Rom. 12:17-19). Man cannot take vengeance with absolute fairness and
wisdom. But God can! Christians must learn to faithfully accept that God istotally REAL--as are
His promises of protection and just vengeance!

So how should we treat our enemies? Paul quotes the Old Testament: "'If your enemy hungers, feed
him; if he thirsts, give him adrink; for in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.' Do not
be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good" (vv. 20-21; cf. Prov. 25:21-22). Thisisright in
line with Christ's Sermon on the Mount: "L ove your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good
to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you" (Matt. 5:44).
Thisisareal test! It demands tremendous strength of character to be able to forgive, help and serve
someone who hastried to harm you. It requires perceiving the offender as a fellow human being--
made in God's image--who, for the time being, is simply misguided (cf. Luke 23:34).

We must keep in mind that EVERY human being is a potential child of the Living God. Failing to
esteem them as such--
"devaluing" them in any way--is to break the sixth commandment.

Mankind's Grandest Atrocity

On its grandest scale, carnal man's murderous spirit has revealed itself through the terrible scourge
of war. More lives have been cut off prematurely, more pain has been suffered, more homes have
been devastated, more time, energy and property have been wasted through war than by any other
means. As most of the world's great religious and political leaders have acknowledged, war is
utterly futile and only breeds MORE WAR! Jesus said, "All who take the sword will perish by the
sword" (Matt. 26:52).

Why, then, are there wars? Notice James answer: "Where do wars and fights come from among
you? Do they not come from your desires for pleasure that war in your members? Y ou lust and do
not have. Y ou murder and covet and cannot obtain. Y ou fight and war" (James 4:1-2). In the
famous diary of Anne Frank, this young Jewish Holocaust victim expressed great insight into this
matter: "There is an urge and rage in people to destroy, to kill, to murder, and until all mankind,
without exception, undergoes a great change, wars will be waged, everything that has been built up,
cultivated and grown, will be destroyed and disfigured, after which mankind will have to begin all
over again” (entered on May 3, 1944).

A "great change" certainly |S needed--especially now with the proliferation of nuclear weapons.
One of the greatest military leaders of all time, General Douglas MacArthur, commented, "Men
since the beginning of time have sought peace.... Military alliances, balances of power, leagues of
nations, all in turn failed, leaving the only path to be by way of the crucible of war. The utter
destructiveness of war now blots out this alternative. We have had our last chance. If we will not
devise some greater and more equitable system, Armageddon will be at our door. The problem
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basically istheological and involves a spiritual recrudescence [revival], an improvement of human
character that will synchronize with our amost matchless advances in science, art, literature, and all
material and cultural developments of the past two thousand years. It must be of the spirit if we are
to save the flesh."

It must indeed be "of the spirit”--it must be of God's HOLY Spirit through following the actual
teachings of Jesus Christ! War is the complete antithesis of Christ's admonition to LOVE our
enemies. Y et many professing Christians have no problem taking up arms and going to war against
their fellow human beings. There have even been Crusades fought in Christ's very name. Y et Jesus
Himself never participated in the politics of war in thisworld. And, while on trial for Hislife, He
told Pontius Pilate, "My kingdom is not of thisworld. If My kingdom were of thisworld, My
servants would fight, so that | should not be delivered to the Jews; but now My kingdom is not
from here" (John 18:36). If only those who professed Jesus as L ord would truly heed such passages
of Scripture. Christ's Kingdom is not yet here--so His true servants DO NOT FIGHT!

When the Kingdom is established on this planet, "nation shall not lift up sword against nation;
neither shall they learn war anymore" (Is. 2:4). For they will learn the law of God (v. 3)--the "way
of peace” that they haven't known (59:8). It isthelaw of LOVE and LIBERTY that FREES us from
all that is harmful. No more hating and killing. No more butchering of born and unborn children.
No more suicide. No more fear of walking the streets. For Jesus Christ, who is against murder and
violence in every form, is someday going to put astop to it forever.
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The Seventh Commandment

| dultery! It seems like everybody's doing it--from ordinary people to government officials,
&\ | royalty, celebrities of all stripes and even well-known religious leaders. It is often
- portrayed as quite acceptable in the entertainment media. And many think that traditional
marriage is outmoded anyway. But isit? Why did God institute laws regul ating this relationship?
Must sex always be confined to the marital bed?

Almighty God devoted two of the Ten Commandments to protecting home and family
relationships. The first was to honor our parents. We now cover the other--the seventh
commandment: " Y ou shall not commit adultery” (Ex. 20:14; Deut. 5:18). Right after proclaiming
how sacred human life was in the sixth commandment, the Creator instituted this next command to
safeguard the honor and sanctity of the highest earthly relationship--for marriage and the family are
the basis of all decent society.

The letter of thislaw directly prohibits a married person and someone other than his or her spouse
from engaging in sexual relations with each other. This merited the death sentence for both
offenders under God's civil law (Lev. 20:10). Some may shudder at that in our permissive age. But
the spirit of the law prohibits all extramarital sexual conduct (fornication)--even premarital sex! A
great wrong done to the future marriage, it violates the seventh command as much as adultery
committed during marriage.

In principle, the seventh commandment also covers every other form of sex outside marriage,
including homosexuality. Many today simply consider this sin to be a"lifestyle choice." But God
listsit as an "abomination" deserving the death penalty (v. 13; cf. Rom. 1:18-32). Of coursg, the
New Testament informs us that the ultimate penalty for all sin is death (Rom. 6:23). On a societa
level, however, these sins carried graver consequences. But what is so wrong with extramarital sex?
To know, we must understand the purpose of marriage.

Why Marriage?

God had a definite purpose in making mankind male and female. For one reason, He knew that
Adam was incomplete by himself and therefore gave him a"helper comparable to him" (Gen.
2:18)--a partner suitable for him--with whom to share his life and make him complete. Alone, man
was unable to fulfill his purpose and couldn't learn the character lessons God intended. So God
created Eve right out of the man's own flesh--from one of hisribs (vv. 21-22). This was symbolic:
"And Adam said: 'Thisis now bone of my bones and flesh of my flesh; she shall be called Woman
[Heb. Ishshah], because she was taken out of Man [Heb. Ish].' Therefore a man shall leave his
father and mother and be joined to hiswife, and they shall become one flesh” (vv. 23-24).

Now some think that sex was the "forbidden fruit" in the Garden of Eden. But God showed that
Adam and Eve were to dwell together in one fleshly union--i.e. have sexual relations (cf. 1 Cor.
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6:16). Of course, becoming one flesh does not just mean a man and wife sharing their physical
bodies. It aso implies sharing everything else, thus making their lives meaningful and complete--at
least in a physical sense. Asthe book of Hebrews says, "marriage is honorable among all, and the
bed undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will judge" (13:4).

God even commanded marital sex for the procreation of the human race! (Gen. 1:28). Thisis
another purpose for marriage and sex--to give birth to and properly rear children. For the Bible
says, "But did He not make them [husband and wife] one, having aremnant of the Spirit? And why
one? He seeks godly offspring” (Mal. 2:15). It is through the family relationship that character
lessons in patience, understanding and kindness can best be learned. And no placeis more
conducive to devel oping a sense of decency, loyalty and responsibility than a stable, happy home.
Therefore, athird reason for marriage and sex is to provide an ideal environment for building godly
character--learning to love and give. In marriage, husband and wife must literally give

themselves to each other in every aspect of their lives, including sexual relations (cf. 1 Cor. 7:4).

Paul also reveas the ultimate purpose for marriage. It typifies the spiritual relationship between
Christ and His Church! The apostle writes, "Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord.
For the husband is head of the wife, AS ALSO Christ is head of the church; and He is the Savior of
the body. Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives be to their own
husbands in everything" (Eph. 5:22-24). In a Christian home, the wife isto submit to her husband
as the head of the household, just as both she and her husband must learn to submit to Jesus Christ
for eternity!

But the husband is never to abuse his authority: "Husbands, LOVE your wives, JUST AS Christ
also loved the church and gave Himself for it.... So husbands ought to love their own wives as their
own bodies; he who loves hiswife loves himself. For no one ever hated his own flesh, but
nourishes and cherishes it, just as the Lord does the church” (vv. 25, 28-29). Jesus Christ served,
guided, provided for, protected, encouraged and loved His Church--to the point of giving Hislife
for her. Thisisthe same awesome responsibility a man assumes when he weds awoman. His
actions and decisions must be to promote his wife's best interests and her happiness--as well as
those of their family.

Continuing, Paul quotes Genesis, "For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be
joined to hiswife, and the two shall become one flesh” (v. 31). He then states remarkably, "Thisis
agreat mystery, but | speak concerning Christ and the church. Nevertheless |et each one of you
in particular so love his own wife as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband"

(vv. 32-33). Though Paul's main subject was the everlasting, loving relationship between Christ and
His Church, the fact that human marriage pictures this relationship makes it applicable to husbands
and wives. It is aso what makes marriage so sacred. Through it, we learn the lesson of eterna
faithfulness to Christ our Head!

God Hates Divor cel

Still, the marriage covenant is not unbreakable. Today, it often ends in divorce--meaning that one
or both spouses have failed to learn the lessons marriage is supposed to teach. The Pharisees asked
Jesus about the lawfulness of divorce. He responded, "Have you not read that He who made them at
the beginning 'made them male and female," and said, 'For this reason a man shall leave his father

35



and mother and be joined to hiswife, and the two shall become one flesh'? So then, they are no
longer two but one flesh. Therefore what God hasjoined together, let not man separate” (Matt.
19:4-6).

But they replied by asking why the civil law given through Moses allowed divorce. Jesus answered,
"Moses, because of the hardness of your hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the
beginning it was not so. And | say to you, whoever divorces hiswife, except for sexual
immorality, and marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced
commits adultery” (vv. 8-9).

Divorceis often aflagrant violation of the sacred marriage covenant made with God and spouse--
with remarriage constituting adultery! Even though God permits divorce in certain narrow
circumstances, it is much better for husband and wife to forgive each other and stay together.
Exception clauses like Christ's (for gross sexual immorality) and Paul's (concerning desertion by an
unconverted mate--1 Cor. 7:15) should be considered as alast resort--used only after much prayer,
counsel and sincere attempts to save the relationship. Y et today, marriages are broken up for every
reason imaginable! Sexual incompatibility, financial difficulties, boredom, careers taking priority
over family--you nameit!

In our modern society, people often seek a"silver-screen” romantic ideal in marriage that never
materializes. And no wonder, since Hollywood itself presents one on-screen affair after another,
while its stars go from marriage to marriage. Subtly, husbands and wives are encouraged to break
their marriage vows and selfishly fulfill their sexual desires elsewhere. What has resulted is a pitiful
and disgraceful "marriage-go-round” culture. After their first trip to divorce court, many seek a
second mate, and many of these even find a third or fourth spouse to satisfy desires that God
intended to be satisfied in the sacred union with one spouse--that is, one's first husband or wife.

Sadder still, many seeking divorce or remarriage fail to deeply consider the mental and emotional
scars that will be left on their children--which may carry over to future marriages and generations.

It issimply awful! Yes, God does allow some homes to be shattered by divorce, but He abhorsiit:
"The LORD has been witness between you and the wife of your youth, with whom you have dealt
treacheroudly; yet she is your companion and your wife by covenant.... Therefore take heed to your
spirit, and let none deal treacherously with the wife of hisyouth. 'For the LORD God of | srael
saysthat He hatesdivorce..." (Mal. 2:14-16). Why?"'...For it covers one's garment with violence,'
saysthe LORD of hosts' (v. 16). God HATES divorce and the violence it does to people'slives. We
must learn to hate it too.

"ToLust for Her"

It isagreat tragedy that sex outside of marriage is so rampant. Cheating on your present or future
spouse amounts to taking one of God's most precious gifts and dragging it through a sewer pipe!
Though it is forgivable upon repentance, as al sin is, there are always consequences. The profound
love, trust and "oneness' of the marriage are so violated that the relationship will never be the same
again. It may be that a couple will never be as unified as they could have been otherwise. But with
repentance and God's help, the two can pick up the pieces of their lives and go on.

Christian husbands and wives should seek to be totally joined in body, mind and attitude--striving
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to understand each other and sharing hopes and dreams. This and the power of God's Spirit will
crush adulterous and lustful thoughts that may come along. For the battle must be waged in our
minds. Christ magnified the seventh commandment thus: "Y ou have heard that it was said to those
of old, "You shall not commit adultery.' But | say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for
her has already committed adultery with her in hisheart" (Matt. 5:27-28). Adultery beginsin
the mind. Y ou commit it if you so much as entertain lustful thoughts toward someone other than
your spouse. Therefore, though it's not easy in our sex-obsessed society, we must learn to use God's
Spirit to channel our thoughts away from lustful desires.

For ook where lust has brought us. Husbands and wives are miserable. Homes everywhere are
breaking up over adulterous affairs--leaving children without two full-time parents. Sexually
transmissible diseases are infecting tens of millions! AIDS iskilling by the hundreds of thousands!
The number of unwed teenage girls getting pregnant is out of control. Oftentimes they simply get
abortions! And if young people marry because of pregnancy, they often divorce soon afterward
because they didn't know what they were getting into. Yet if people would only obey God, ALL OF
THISWOULD STOP!

If you are ayoung person engaging in premarital sex, please realize that you are cheapening and
damaging the happiness of your future marriage--and thus seriously injuring your entire futurein
this present life. And, unless you REPENT and STORP this destructive practice, you will force God
to exclude you from everlasting life and happinessin His Kingdom (1 Cor. 6:9-10). The laws of
God are given for our own good and the good of others. We should obey them and fear being listed
among the

"abominable" and "sexually immoral” people who will be cast into the lake of fire, "which isthe
second death"! (Rev. 21:8).

Sex was created by God to physically and emotionally bind the holy union of marriage. Not only is
adultery an almost unbearable offense against the aggrieved spouse involved, but "...he who
commits sexual immorality sins against his own body"

(1 Cor. 6:18). It isalso a grave offense against the couple's home and children. It is even an offense
against society, because it strikes at its very heart. But more than anything, adultery is an offense
against God, who created the institution of marriage out of love for us. No, extramarital sex is
NEVER okay. Premarital sex is NEVER okay. The misuse of sex is thoroughly evil, and we must
resist--with all of our being--any impulse to even think about indulging in it.

God's Word tells us how. Paul says at the beginning of the verse just quoted, "Flee sexua
immorality...." Realizing that younger people have an even tougher time with this, Paul wrote to
Timothy, ayoung minister, saying, "Flee also youthful lusts' (2 Tim. 2:22). So we should not even
place ourselves in an environment where we would be sexually tempted--including reading books
or watching movies that incite us to lust, or perhaps even being alone in a house with someone
other than our spouse whom we might find attractive.

God'sinstruction isto FLEE--to run away as fast as you can--from the environment of temptation.
Sex isn't atoy to be played around and experimented with--as many young people sadly seem to
think. It should be regarded as a wonderful, God-given blessing to only be enjoyed in the holy,
sacred union of marriage, which God has ordained. It should aways be thought of with a great
degree of reverence--and as a physical expression of unselfish love in a Christian marriage, which
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typifiesthe
eternal faithfulness of Jesus Christ and His Church!
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The Eighth Commandment

. #| an-made law codes contain hundreds of ordinances concerning personal property. But
El}/,l i God's perfect code simply states in the eighth commandment, " Y ou shall not steal" (Ex.

—— 1 20:15; Deut. 5:19). Acting contrary to this rule amounts to theft. This word may conjure
up images of armed robbery or shoplifting, but these are some of the rarer forms of stealing. For
even "normal” people often steal--e.g. taking a pen from the office or even borrowing something
without permission. Somehow, stealing just doesn't seem to be that big of adeal spiritually. But
God says, "Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters... NOR THIEVES... will inherit
the kingdom of God" (1 Cor. 6:9-10). Just what is God's perspective on stealing?

According to the law of God, there are only afew right ways by which we can come to possess
something. We might receive afree gift or win a prize--or perhaps come into an inheritance. We
might also buy something or trade for it. But this requires either money or goods or services with
which to barter. And how do we legitimately come by that? Again, it may be freely given to us. It
could also be what we earn by honest l1abor or from investments. But if none of these are involved,
it's probably theft.

The eighth commandment upholds private ownership. Everything is not owned equally by
everyone. SO communism, as a system, iswrong (though sharing things in common is perfectly
fine). In God's Kingdom, "everyone shall sit under his vine and under hisfig tree" (Micah 4.4)--
having his own property. God gave ancient Israel inheritance laws guaranteeing that land would
remain in the family. God's Word allows buying and selling--and bartering. Through His parables,
Jesus condoned investments and banking to earn interest (Luke 19:23). Thus, the free enterprise
system--apart from the carnal and greedy way it is often misused today--is godly in many respects.

Though it iswrong for national governments to forcibly confiscate and steal the property of their
own or other nations

citizens--as they often do--it is permissible, in God's eyes, for civil governmentsto tax their
subjects (cf. 1 Sam. 8:10-17). And here is where many citizens break the eighth commandment.
They will cheat the government by falsifying their income tax returns. Y et, as we've seen, God
commands us to pay our taxes (Rom. 13:1, 6-7). And Christ gave us this principle when He said,
"Render to Caesar the things that are Caesar's, and to God the things that are God's' (Mark 12:17).
He said this despite knowing that the Roman authorities were guilty of atremendous amount of
theft! So the fact that some governments may be stealing from their citizens does not justify
stealing from these governmentsin turn. No, as the old adage goes, "Two wrongs don't make a
right.”

Theft in the Business World

Manufacturers sometimes hide product flaws or use false weights and measures to get more than a
legitimate return from their operations. Thisis stealing! God says, "Shall | count pure those with
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the wicked balances, and with the bag
of deceitful weights?' (Micah 6:11; cf.
Prov. 11:1). And further: "Listen, you
merchants who rob the poor, trampling
on the needy; you who long for the
Sabbath to end and the religious
holidays to be over, so you can get out
and start cheating again--using your
weighted scales and under-sized
measures; you who make slaves of the
poor, buying them for their debt of a
piece of silver or apair of shoes, or
selling them your moldy wheat--the
Lord... has sworn: 'l won't forget your
deeds! The land will tremble asiit
awaits its doom, and everyone will
mourn™ (Amos 8:4-8 Living Bible).

Probably nowhere isthis sin more
prominent than in misleading
advertising. There's anew product that
will make you thin, cure your

bal dness, etc.--or so the ads say. In
reality, this may be a distortion or
even an outright lie! Though lying
certainly breaks the next
commandment inthe Ten, itisalso a
violation of the eighth when used to
steal from people--since they are
paying for a promised result that will
never come. God says, "Y ou shall not
steal, nor deal falsely, nor lieto one
another" (Lev. 19:11).

Also, many employers mistreat or
underpay their employees. But the
Bible states, "Y ou shall not cheat your
neighbor, nor rob him. The wages of
him who is hired shall not remain with
you al night until morning" (Lev.
19:13 NKJV, 1988). The principle
here is that workers should be paid a
fair wage at agreed-upon intervals.
Otherwise, it's robbery! God says,
"Indeed the wages of the laborers who
mowed your fields, which you kept
back by fraud, cry out; and the cries...

Robbing God?

Did you know it's possible to rob God? He
declares, "Will aman rob God? Y et you
have robbed Me! But you say, 'In what way
have we robbed You? In tithes and
offerings’ (Mal. 3:8). Inthe Old
Testament, God decreed that we return the
first tithe, or tenth, of our income to Him--
acommand reaffirmed in the New
Testament (cf. Matt. 23:23). We are also
required to give Him offerings.

Isit right for God to demand this?
Absolutely! Consider that, initially, ALL of
our income, 100% of it, belongs to Him.
Why? Our Creator owns and provides our
work environment (cf. Ex. 19:5) and even
the laborers--oursel ves! --who work

init (cf. 1 Cor. 6:19-20). He gives usthe
life and breath

that enables usto work (Deut. 8:11, 17-18).
And all money

isHis (Hag. 2:8). But after tithes, God lets
us keep the rest

of our income. What abargain! Y et how
many bemoan this "burdensome" demand
and seek ways to circumvent it?

Do you redlize that only after we tithe does
the rest of our income become ours?
Therefore, if wefail to tithe, we are not
only stealing that portion, we are stealing
our entire income from God! Many seem to
think that tithing is giving a gift to the
Almighty. It emphatically isNOT! Itis
paying back to God what is owed to Him.
If you don't pay it back, you are stealing!

Y ou are robbing God! As God continuesin
Malachi 3, "You are cursed with a curse,
for you have robbed Me, even thiswhole
nation" (v. 9).

Y es, people are cursed. They can barely
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have reached the ears of the
Lord" (James 5:4).

Sadly, it's equally true that many
businesses suffer at the hands of their
own employees stealing from them.
One way may be through taking home
office supplies or equipment. Another
may be through falsifying aresume to
get paid more than the person's level
of ability deserves. Probably most
common is simply slacking off on the
job--the employee takes his wage but
withholds his full share of honest
labor. And some unions--corrupt
ones--have pushed this kind of stealing

make ends meet. They're at the end of their
financial ropes. They feel they can't afford
to tithe. How ironic! For if we are faithful
in tithing, God will be faithful in stretching
our remaining income to cover more than
the original 100% would have. He
promises, "Bring al the tithes into the
storehouse, that there may be food in My
house, and prove Me now in this... if | will
not open for you the windows of heaven
and pour out for you such blessing that
there will not be room enough to receive
it" (v. 10).

God may not always do this immediately.
He may require you to obey Him and

exercise faith for awhile. But rest assured--
if you continue to obey and trust Him, your
blessing will come! Believe God. Y ou can
bank on His promises--literally!

through the roof. Fearing they will
have no skilled labor, employers are
basically blackmailed into paying an
individual far more than his particular
job warrants.

The Way of Give

In many nations today, a thief may be sent to prison, costing taxpayers tens of thousands of dollars
per year. And the thief's victims--as taxpayers--may feel they are being robbed again. Also, released
or paroled thieves--besides in many instances leaving prison worse criminals than they were
before--are often repeat offenders. But in the criminal justice system God gave ancient Israel,
thieves had to make full compensation for stolen property--with damaged property requiring greater
restitution (Ex. 22:1, 3-4). The injured party was helped instead of being victimized further.

And if the thief couldn't pay, he would have to work to repay the victim! (v. 3). Moreover, this
work would teach marketable skills. Unlike prison, his dignity would remain intact and his
behavior could be more easily rehabilitated. And honest work would enable him to contribute--to
GIV E--something worthwhile to the community. God's way is all about learning how to give
instead of get.

Jesus Christ said in the New Testament, "It is more blessed to give than to receive" (Acts 20:35).
How true. If someone has been stealing, it is not enough to simply stop stealing. There is a positive
application of the eighth commandment, as stated by the Apostle Paul: "Let him who stole steal no
longer, but rather let him labor, working with hishandswhat is good, that he may have
something to give him who has need" (Eph. 4:28).

It isgeneraly by honest labor that we are to earn our living and obtain property and possessions.
But this should not be merely to satisfy personal desires and needs. We should also work for an
income so that any excess may be freely given to othersin need. In the true spirit and intent of
God's law, we not only break the eighth commandment when we take something that doesn't belong

41



to us, we aso steal when we refuse to work in order to share and give to othersin need! According
to Paul, atrue Christian isto be "distributing to the needs of the saints [and] given to
hospitality” (Rom. 12:13).

Let us adhere diligently to positively obeying the eighth commandment. Thisiswhat God requires.
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The Ninth Commandment

I ea | 0day, lying has become more sophisticated than ever. Public relations spin-doctoring and
slick advertising gimmicks fool millions. The mass mediais a purveyor of exaggeration,

distortion or other coloring of events--dlanting or covering up vital information to push
particular political or social agendas. Lying is amost a profession among national leaders and other
politicians. And in our daily lives, according to a Washington Times poll, "ninety-one percent of
those surveyed say they fib regularly. One out of five say they can't get through a single day
without a premeditated white lie. AlImost half--45 percent--say they don't think lying is necessarily
wrong. The better we know someone, the likelier we are to have told them a serious lie” (March 4-
10, 1996).

This may not sound too ominous. But as Ralph Waldo Emerson said, "every violation of truth is not
only asort of suicidein the liar, but is a stab at the health of human society” (Essays, "Prudence,"
1841). Moreover, lying is dangerous business. Often more lies have to be told to protect the first lie.
And every lie hasto fit the facts available to the person lied to. Then all the lies have to be
remembered in every detall or else the liar risks being exposed for what heis. In 1808, Scottish
poet Sir Walter Scott penned the now-famous words, "O, what a tangled web we weave, when first
we practise to deceivel" (Marmion, canto 6, stanza 17).

Enshrined in the Ten Commandments is a decree from God against lying. The ninth point in this
royal law says, " You shall not bear false withess against your neighbor"” (Ex. 20:16; Deut.
5:20). Certainly, this means we are not to commit perjury by giving false testimony before a
judicial body about someone else. But it includes much more. The last chapter quoted Leviticus
19:11 as magnifying the eighth commandment. It also magnifies the ninth by proscribing all forms
of lying: "You shall not steal, nor deal falsely, nor lie to one another."

Honesty | Sthe Best Policy!

The ninth commandment guards against slander--a despicable lie disseminated to harm another.
Exodus 23:1 states, "Y ou shall not circulate afalse report. Do not put your hand with the wicked to
be an unrighteous witness." The material items athief steals are usually replaceable. But a
reputation, once ruined, is hard to regain. God says, "A man who bears false witness against his
neighbor islike a club, asword, and a sharp arrow" (Prov. 25:18). Indeed, character assassination is
aform of murder!

God detests "a false witness who speaks lies' (Prov. 6:19). Spreading fal se rumors about someone
or lying about him in formal testimony is a heinous sin. We should always remember that it was
through this sin that Jesus was murdered! "For many bore false witness against Him, but their
testimonies did not agree" (Mark 14:56).

The Eternal desires that we always speak truthfully: "He who speaks truth declares righteousness,
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but a false witness, deceit.... The truthful lip shall be established forever, but alying tongue is but
for amoment.... Lying lips are an abomination to the LORD, but those who deal truthfully are His
delight" (Prov. 12:17, 19, 22). This doesn't mean, however, that we must always tell everything we
know. The next verse says, "A prudent man conceals knowledge, but the heart of fools proclaims
foolishness." We can be careful in how we present information. But what we say must be the truth!

It isonly in seeking and bearing witness to the truth that man can have anything to do with God.
For God IS Truth! The Bible calls Him the "God of truth” (Deut. 32:4; Ps. 31.5; Is. 65:16). Jesus
Christ, who is also God, proclaimed, "I am the way,

the TRUTH, and the life" (John 14.6). King David of ancient Israel wrote in praise to God, "Y our
law istruth.... All Your

commandments are truth.... The entirety of Your word istruth” (Ps. 119:142, 151, 160). Christ also
prayed to the Father, "Y our word is truth” (John 17:17).

The Old Testament says that "God is not aman, that He should lie" (Num. 23:19) and that "the
Strength of Israel will not lie nor relent” (1 Sam. 15:29). In the New Testament, we are told that
"God... cannot lie" (Titus 1:2) and that "it isimpossible for God to lie" (Heb. 6:18). Thisis
important. For if we couldn't rely on God's Word, then there would be no real assurance of
forgiveness from past sins, of divine help in time of need or of future reward and eternal life. Even
though God has all love, wisdom and power, if we couldn't rely on His promises, where would we
be? Thankfully, lies and falsehood are totally contrary to the God of Truth.

Therefore, it is essential that when we approach God, we do it in truth. David explained, "The
LORD isnear to all who call upon Him, to all who call upon Him in truth" (Ps. 145:18). And aswe
saw earlier, Jesus said that those who worship God "must worship in spirit and truth”" (John 4:24). If
our worship of God is not based on Truth, then we are not really worshiping Him. If we live by lies
and deception, the Most High God will reject our worship. We must always make certain that we
are "walking in truth, as we received commandment from the Father" (2 John 4).

Truth or Consequences

According to the Old Testament, "afalse witness will not go unpunished, and he who speakslies
will not escape.... [but] shall perish” (Prov. 19:5, 9). In fact, under God's civil code, if you were
caught falsely accusing someone of a capital crime, then you yourself would be executed! (Deut.
19:16-21). Furthermore, the final punishment for all sin is death (Rom. 6:23)--and lying is no
exception.

Truth will ultimately prevail. In the World Ahead, "Jerusalem shall be called the City of

Truth" (Zech. 8:3) and "there shall by no means enter it anything that... causes an abomination or a
lie" (Rev. 21:27). Who won't be part of God's Kingdom? "But outside are dogs and sorcerers and
sexually immoral and murderers and idolaters, and whoever lovesand practicesali€" (22:15). In
fact, "ALL LIARS shal have their part in the lake which burns with fire and brimstone, which is
the second death” (Rev. 21:8). Thus, lying is serious business with God.

Those who commit perjury today place themselvesin
imminent danger of falling under aliteral curse of God. Thisis the same curse mentioned
previously in our chapter on the third commandment (Zech. 5:3-4). Again, we must always speak
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the truth. Yet, nationally, we could well say to God, "Our transgressions are multiplied before Y ou,
and our sins testify against us... in transgressing and lying against the LORD... conceiving and
uttering from the heart words of falsehood. Justice is turned back, and righteousness stands afar off;
for truth isfallen in the street, and equity cannot enter. So truth fails' (Is. 59:12-15). The American
justice system--like others in the Western world--might be better termed an injustice system. How
shameful for a country that supposedly believesin the Bible! God cries out, "Thisis a nation that
does not obey the voice of the LORD their God nor receive correction. Truth has perished and has
been cut off from their mouth” (Jer. 7:28). It is the same in other countries.

For this reason, God--in one sense--wants nothing to do with our nations at the moment:

Oh, that | had in the wilderness alodging place... that I might leave my people, and go from them!
For they are all adulterers, an assembly of treacherous men. And like their bow they have bent their
tongues for lies. They are not valiant for the truth on the earth. For they proceed from evil to evil,
and they do not know Me.... Everyone take heed to his neighbor, and do not trust any brother; for
every brother will utterly supplant, and every neighbor will walk with slanderers. Everyone will
deceive his neighbor, and will not speak the truth; they have taught their tongue to speak lies....

Y our habitation isin the midst of deceit; through deceit they refuse to know Me [Jer. 9:2-6].

Y es, they refuse to know God. They fight to suppress the truth of His existence and of His purpose
for creating mankind. Therefore, terrible punishment awaits: "For the wrath of God is revealed
from heaven against al ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in
unrighteousness" (Rom. 1:18). God says the philosophers and scientists of thisworld are "without
excuse" for denying that He created this universe and now sustains and rulesit (v. 20). They have
"exchanged the truth of God for thelie" (v. 25). Most scientists and theologians who believe in the
Satan-inspired theory of evolution ought to know better. In fact, some of them DO and are "without
excuse." The same goes for false ministers who teach and practice--in the name of Christianity--
pagan beliefs and customs condemned in God's Word. Often, they know better and are also
"without excuse."

The Beginning and End of Lies

The promulgation of scientific and spiritual liesis the very thing that blinds people from the real
nature of God and His plan. And where do these lies originate? With the father of lies--Satan the
Devil. Jesus told those Jews who wanted to kill Him, "Y ou are of your father the devil, and the
desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in
the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks alie, he speaks from his own resources,
for heisaLIAR and thefather of it" (John 8:44).

Satan's lies have deceived the "whole world"! (Rev. 12:9). And as the "prince of the power of the
ar" (Eph. 2:2), he broadcasts his own evil, lying attitudes to a willing humanity--so that man's heart
has become "deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked" (Jer. 17:9). But we don't have to
remain this way. Through receiving Jesus Christ and being converted to His mind and His way of
life, each of us becomes a new person. The

"old man"--our self-centered, sinning self--isto be destroyed. Thus, the New Testament tells us,
"Do not lie to one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds' (Col. 3:9). God's
Spirit will help usto instead be "speaking the truth in love" (Eph. 4:15). Putting away deceit, we are
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exhorted to "speak truth" with our neighbor, "for we are members of one another” (v. 25).

But it is not enough to merely speak the truth. We must also LIVE the truth! In David's psalm of
repentance to God, he wrote, "Behold, Y ou desire truth in the inward parts' (Ps. 51.6). In the
hidden corners of our lives--the places others can't see--we are to deal truthfully. Remember that
God can always see. We may fool others, but we can't fool Him! Therefore, we must live in
accordance with al of God's commands in order to truthfully say we have arelationship with Him.
For as quoted in our introduction, " he who says, 'l know Him,' and does not keep His
commandments, isaLlAR, and thetruth isnot in him" (1 John 2:4).

Imagine aworld in which everyone told the truth! Every decent man's reputation would be
protected. Millions of wasted hours would be saved in business transactions by eliminating the
burden of constantly having to verify what people claim. Unworthy men would never be placed in
high positions of responsibility. Every company would tell the truth about its own product and
honestly seek to serve consumer needs. And personal relationships among family members would
flourish where there is mutual trust. If applied to every phase of society, we would have a utopian
civilization--a liberated world--as we certainly will when God's Kingdom is established. We can
rely on this promise from the God of Truth. For His sure Word tells usin John 8:32, " Y ou shall
know thetruth, and thetruth shall makeyou free."
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The Tenth Commandment

| ecause covetousness--desiring what belongs to others--is so broad, it's prohibition is well-
_‘ situated at the end of God's holy law. For it deals with the attitude that |eads to disobeying
= the other commands--the attitude of selfishness and self-will. Not only does it drive the
materialistic spirit that seeks more and more physical possessions just to "keep up with the
Joneses," but it lies at the heart of theft, adultery and other offenses against God and society.

The last thunderous words of God that reverberated in the ears of the Israglites at Mount Sinal were
these: " You shall not covet your neighbor's house; you shall not covet your neighbor'swife,
nor his manservant, nor his maidservant, nor hisox, nor hisdonkey, nor anything that is
your neighbor's" (Ex. 20:17; cf. Deut. 5:21). Notice the force of the command: "...your
neighbor's... your neighbor's... his... his... his... his... your neighbor's." Here's a sevenfold guarding
of another's interests!

Aswe saw in the introduction, the tenth commandment is unique in that no physical act isbeing
prohibited or commanded. Rather, this law forbids certain thoughts! Paul explained that he "would
not have known covetousness unless the law had said, 'Y ou shall not covet'.... For we know that the
law is spiritua™ (Rom. 7:7, 14).

Covetousness is at the heart of many other sins. Paul said that sin produced in him "all manner of

evil desire" (v. 8)--just asit hasin all of us. The book of James explains the process by which this
happens. "But each one is tempted when he is drawn away by his own desires and enticed. Then,

when desire has concelved, it gives birth to sin; and sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth

death” (1:14-15). In Romans, Paul lists a number of sinful behaviors, including covetousness and

says that "those who practice such things are worthy of death” (1:28-32).

Hetellsusin Ephesians, "But fornication and all uncleanness or covetousness, let it not even be
named among you, asisfitting for saints.... For this you know, that no fornicator, unclean person,
nor covetous man... has any inheritance in the kingdom of Christ and God. L et no one deceive you
with empty words, for because of these things the wrath of God comes upon the sons of
disobedience. Therefore do not be partakers with them" (5:3-7). And in Colossians. "Therefore put
to death your members which are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and
covetousness.... Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience,
in which you also once walked when you lived in them" (3:5-7).

On the other hand, the Bible says that "he who hates covetousness will prolong his days" (Prov.
28:16). Exactly--for he will not endanger his human life in going after more and more. And in the
World Ahead, God will reward him with eternal spiritual life.

Passions, Possessions and Positions
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Many will focus on the specific things we are not to lust for in the tenth commandment. But notice
the last thing mentioned: "ANY THING that is your neighbor's." That's all-inclusive! We shouldn't
want to own someone else's Mercedes unless he's selling it. We shouldn't want to steal someone's
job or take credit for another's accomplishment. In fact, there are literally thousands of
applications--summarized by "all that isin the world--the lust of the flesh, the lust of the eyes,
and the prideof life" (1 John 2:16).

The "lust of the flesh” concerns our earthly passions for satisfying fleshly desires like hunger, the
sex drive or any physical craving or addiction. Coveting a neighbor's spouse normally fits here
since sexual attraction is usually the motivating factor--in which case it is also adultery. Gluttony,
drunkenness and hedonism are thus forbidden as well.

God's Word warns that "the unfaithful will be caught by their lust” (Prov. 11:6). Paul instructs, "L et
uswalk properly... not in lewdness and lust, not in strife and envy. But put on the Lord Jesus Christ,
and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill itslusts’ (Rom. 13:13-14 NKJV, 1988). He further
exhorts, "Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal body, that you should obey it inits

lusts® (6:12).

Many seek to satisfy their covetous desires through fighting. At the national level, this means war.
In the fourth century B.C., Socrates observed, "Wars and revolutions and battles are due smply and
solely to the body and its desires. All wars are undertaken for the acquisition of wealth; and the
reason why we have to acquire wealth is the body, because we are davesin its service" (quoted by
Plato, Phaedo). Aswe saw earlier, thisis essentially what James was inspired to write (James 4:1-
2). Micah 2:2 mentions evildoers who "covet fields and take them by violence, also houses, and
seize them."

And here we cross over into the second category, the "lust of the eyes'--our desire for material
possessions and the riches that will bring them to us. According to millionaire Donald Trump, "you
can't betoo greedy" (The Art of the Deal, 1987, chap. 2). Y et such a philosophy is directly contrary
to the tenth commandment.

God's Word states, "Now godliness with contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this
world, and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and clothing, with these we shall
be content. But those who desire to be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish
and harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. For the love of money isa root
of all kindsof evil, for which some have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced
themselves through with many sorrows" (1 Tim. 6:6-10).

American psychologist Erich Fromm wrote in 1941, "Greed is a bottomless pit which exhausts the
person in an endless effort to satisfy the need without ever reaching satisfaction” (Escape from
Freedom, chap. 4). God makes the same point even more eloquently: "Hell and Destruction are
never full; so the eyes of man are never satisfied" (Prov. 27:20).

Christ warned, "Take heed and beware of covetousness, for one's life does not consist in the
abundance of the things he

possesses’ (Luke 12:15). When we begin focusing on material possessions, the important thingsin
life pass us by. We should pray to God as David did, "Incline my heart to Y our testimonies, and not
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to covetousness. Turn away my eyes from looking at worthless things, and revive mein Y our
way" (Ps. 119:36-37).

Of course some seek riches for the increased status that comes from being wealthy. This crosses
over into the third category of covetousness, the "pride of life"--the desire for position, prestige and
fame. Shamefully, people defame others to climb the corporate ladder. Election campaigns turn into
"mudslinging.” It's al about running over people to get to the top. God answers, " For promotion
cometh neither from the east, nor from the west, nor from the south. But God is the judge: he
putteth down one, and setteth up another” (Ps. 75:6-7 KJV).

The CommandmentsLink Up

French statesman Alexis de Tocqueville wrote in 1840, "Consider any individual at any period of
his life, and you will aways find him preoccupied with fresh plans to increase his comfort. Do not
talk to him about the interests and rights of the human race; that little private business of hisfor the
moment absorbs all his thoughts, and he hopes that public disturbances can be put off to some other
time" (Democracy in America, vol. 2, pt. 3, chap. 21). So where do we find time for God?
Remember that anything coming between us and God is an idol. Here, then, the last commandment
joins hands with the first. As God tells us, " covetousness... isidolatry” (Col. 3:5) and a" covetous
man... isan idolater" (Eph. 5:5).

If you begin to covet certain things above your desire to serve God, those things become idols to
you. Y ou become enslaved to them (cf. Rom. 6:16). Y ou then have no time or energy to study
God's Word or to pray to Him. Y ou become stingy with the money you owe Him. And suddenly
worthless things become your gods--cutting you off from the true God. Sadly, some hear God's
Word but "the cares of thisworld, the deceitfulness of riches, and the desires for other things
entering in choke the word, and it becomes unfruitful” (Mark 4:19).

We must make sure that FIRST OF ALL we seek God's Kingdom and Hiss righteousness--and then
He will take care of our material needs (Matt. 6:33). In the meantime, we must learn to be satisfied
with the things God provides for us. The book of Hebrews tells us, "L et your conduct be without
covetousness, and be content with such things as you have" (13:5). And the Old Testament attests,
"Better isthe sight of the eyes than the wandering of desire. Thisalso is vanity and grasping for the
wind" (Eccl. 6:9).

We must learn to trust in God, not in material riches. Paul writes, "Command those who arerich in
this present age not to be haughty, nor to trust in uncertain riches but in the living God, who gives
usrichly all thingsto enjoy. Let them do good, that they be rich in good works, ready to give,
willing to share, storing up for themselves a good foundation for the time to come, that they may
lay hold on eternal life" (1 Tim. 6:17-19).

Yes, we must learn to give, just as God gives. As Jesus said, "it is more blessed to give than to
receive” (Acts 20:35). Only in learning to serve our fellow man and worship the Eternal God will
we find real joy and fulfillment in thislife. And, in the wonderful World Ahead, God will giveus a
reward greater than

anything we can now imagine.
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A New Commandment?

;‘.—_;ﬁji swe've seen throughout this booklet, far from doing away with the Ten Commandments,
g Aﬁ Jesus Christ "magnified” them and made them even more binding on us. For through His

— 1 Sermon on the Mount, He explained that we are to keep them even in our thoughts! And
remember Christ's answer to the young man who asked Him the way to eternal life? "If you want to
enter into life, keep the commandments”’ (Matt. 19:17). Jesus Christ knew the way to salvation!
According to Him, that way was obedienceto the law of God the Father and surrender to His

will.
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resurrection,

Hetold His

apostles, "Go

therefore and make disciples of al the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the
Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all thingsthat | have commanded

you" (Matt. 28:19-20). Obedience to the Ten Commandments, then, was the very basis of the
teaching of Christ and His original apostles.

But what about the "new" commandments of Jesus? Did they alter or abolish the Ten
Commandments that were revealed in the Old Testament?

That You Love One Another

Thereisactually only one place in the Bible where Jesus said He was giving a " new"
commandment: "A new commandment | give to you, that you love one ancther; as| have loved
you, that you also love one another. By thisall will know that you are My disciples, if you have
love for one another" (John 13:34-35). The other references--by the Apostle John--are to the exact
same principle, as we shall see.

Jesus gave this commandment the night before His death. But was it really "new"? He had--by
teaching and example--already shown the disciples that keeping God's law was an expression of
love. He had already summarized God's law into two great principles from the Old Testament:

"Y ou shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your
mind.... [and] you shall love your neighbor as yourself" (Matt. 22:37-39; cf. Deut. 6:5; Lev. 19:18).

So what was new? Not the principle of loving our neighbors, but Jesus magnification of it in His
own perfect life. He shed a completely new light on the spiritual intent and depth of the
commandments. Remember Jesus emphasis: "L ove one another; as| have loved you, that you also
love one another.” His own perfect example of love and service was the greatest and most
meaningful magnification of love for one's neighbor that there has ever been!

Jesus demonstrated how love actually functions in day-to-day life. He not only taught that "it is
more blessed to give than to receive" (Acts 20:35), but He actually practiced what He preached.
Whether in teaching the multitudes, healing the sick, feeding hungry crowds or humbling Himself
before others, such as when He washed His disciples feet, Jesus was always giving of Himself.
Even His sharp rebukes to the Pharisees were done out of love--to wake them up from religious
hypocrisy. And at the end, he laid down Hislife for all humanity (cf. Rom. 5:18), praying for His
executioners, "Father, forgive them, for they do not know what they do" (Luke 23:34). In thisway,
His directive that men love one another even "as | have loved you," certainly does become "new"
and all-encompassing in governing human relationships.

Yet al of thiswas not just some syrupy, sentimenta "love" at work. It was, rather, the full spirit of
the Ten Commandmentsin action. For as already mentioned, Christ obeyed them perfectly (John
15:10). He never had another god before the true God. He never committed idolatry or took His
Father's name in vain. Jesus kept holy the Sabbath that God had made holy and worshiped in the
synagogue on that day as was His custom (cf. Luke 4:16). Jesus honored His parents, and He never
murdered, committed adultery, stole, lied or coveted. And in all this, He set for usan EXAMPLE

51



that we should follow in His steps (cf. 1 Peter 2:21).

But how was Jesus "in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin"? (Heb. 4:15). Through keeping
close to the Father and being an instrument in His hands (cf. John 5:30). Today, atrue Christian
must do the same--being so surrendered to God that Christ is actually living Hislife in that person
through the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit. As Paul said, "I am crucified with Christ:
nevertheless | live; yet not |, but Christ liveth in me: and the life which | now liveintheflesh | live
by the faith of the Son of God, who loved me, and gave himself for me" (Gal. 2:20 KJV).

Thus, Christ--through the Spirit--LIVESin the true Christian. And since "Jesus Christ isthe
same yesterday, today, and forever" (Heb. 13:8), He will live the same life in you today that He did
2,000 years ago--setting the same example. Just as He kept the commandments while He was a
human being, so now Hislove and power IN US will enable US to keep them too.

A Message from the Beginning

John--the apostle Jesus loved--also refers to a"new" commandment: "Brethren, | write no new
commandment to you, but an old commandment which you have had from the beginning. The old
commandment is the word which you heard from the beginning. Again, a new commandment |
write to you, which thing is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away, and the
true light is already shining. He who says heisin the light, and hates his brother, isin darkness
until now" (1 John 2:7-9).

So they had this "word... from the beginning." But which beginning? John further wrote, "For thisis
the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love one another,

not as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered hisbrother” (3:11-12). So this message
goes back to the beginning of the Old Testament! But John does mention a"new" thing--the deep,
spiritual love Christians should have for one another, which has no place for hate, envy or malice.

Does this nullify the Ten Commandments? Of course not! It only emphasizes and magnifies the
personal love Christians must have toward their fellow man--alove that finds full expression in the
spirit of the Ten Commandments! John writes to the Church, "And now | plead with you, lady, not
as though | wrote a new commandment to you, but that which we have had from the beginning: that
we love one another. Thisislove, that we walk according to His commandments. Thisisthe
commandment, that as you have heard from the beginning, you should walk in it" (2 John 5-6; cf. 1
John 5:3). Here John defines Christian LOV E as keeping the commandments!

Thus, when we examine the new commandments, we find that they simply reinforce and make
more binding the old! They outline away of love--of giving, of serving--that can only be attained
through Christ Himself living in us. In perfect unselfishness, we are not only to love God above al
else, but also our fellow man made in His image--just as Jesus loved us.

Explaining the principle of loving our neighbor, the Apostle Paul stated, in a scripture cited
previoudly, "Loveisthe fulfilling of the law" (Rom. 13:10 KJV). For the Ten Commandments are
the riverbed, or channel, through which God's spiritual love flows. In perfectly and completely
obeying them, Jesus entire life was a radiant expression of love itself. His new commandment
called attention to this perfect example of obedience to the Father and of kindness and service to all
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men.

Far from doing away with God's law, Jesus life and teachings show that every one of God's Ten
Commandments should be practiced in our livestoday. For thisiswhat true Christianity is all
about! It isthe basis of the CHARACTER God wants to build in us before He grants us eternal life.
Do you deeply want to live forever in Christ's soon-coming Kingdom? Then never forget Jesus
own directions to reach that goal: "If you want to enter into life, keep the commandments.” Be a
true Christian! Surrender to God and let Christ FULLY livein you the same obedient life He lived
on this earth 2,000 years ago. In so doing, you'll experience the wonderful joy and happiness of
God'sway of life! The true, spiritual FREEDOM of His perfect law of liberty!
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